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 Sitting at the entrance to Robinson Canyon 
Road, the white mini-barnlike structure has seen a 
series of occupants since it was completed in 1895. 
Situated opposite the Farm Center, the building 
was intended as a convenient gathering spot for 
residents of both the lower and upper portions of 
Carmel Valley.  

 For decades, the Carmelo Athletic and 
Social Club served as a place for town hall style 
meetings, holiday celebrations, birthday parties, 
dances and grange meetings. The original mem-
bership listed names from the Valley's early 
pioneer families: Martin, Snively, Meadows, 
McDonald, Wolter, Feliz, Stewart, Hitchcock and 
Berwick, among others. 

 Club minutes dating from November 19, 

1894 (according to a July 5, 1956 article in the 
Monterey Peninsula Herald) report that the 
families were seeking funding to complete  a hall 
for dances and gym activities such as boxing 
matches. The property itself, originally owned by 
the Berwick family, was later sold to the club 
membership for a dollar.  

 Before  the club was built, according to 
Carmel Valley old-timer Joe Hitchcock, dances 
were held in someone's home or at the Carmelo 
School. After  the proposed social center was 
organized, local Carmel architect Delos Goldsmith 
was hired to design the structure. The Stewarts, 
Martins and Berwicks oversaw the construction, 
with a number of other Valleyites pitching in to 
complete the project.             (See Carmelo, page 7)

The Carmelo Athletic and Social Club  
By Elizabeth Barratt, CVHS Historian 
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The Carmelo Athletic and Social Club, built in 1895, as seen in the pre-Farm Center Days 

(Photo courtesy Pat Hathaway, California Views.) 
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 Volunteers and Money! Yes! They are each cr itical to fulfilling 
the mission of our local history society and museum. Our mission is to collect, 
preserve and present the unique history of Carmel Valley. (And that means the 
geographical valley, from Highway One on out) 

 Membership dues, donations and grants are sources of money. The other 
source is fundraising. To this end we recently held the Better than Rummage 
Sale, a joint effort with the Carmel Valley Kiwanis Club. We had lots of volun-
teers, lots of items to sell, and lots of customers. In the end, we split the net pro-
ceeds—$10,677.00 with the Kiwanis. A special thank you to Cindy and Mike 
Thatcher, Sue Pius, and Cherie Ohlson who worked for months collecting donat-
ed items, cleaning and pricing them so that on the first day of the sale, everything 
was ready to be set out. And thank you to all the volunteers from CV Kiwanis and 
CVHS. We couldn’t have done it without you! 

 We also need volunteers on a regular basis to help with the day-to-day operations of the His-
tory Center. Volunteers provide a friendly welcome to the museum Saturdays and Sundays; help 
with building and grounds maintenance; help process items donated for our collection; and help 
design exhibits. Just an hour a week or a couple of hours a month helps immensely! Give us a call, 
we’ll provide training and find friendly people to work with. 

A Message from the President 

 

Volunteers in Action 

Chili Cookoff: CVHS – Well Represented! 

 Thanks to CVHS member Krissy Huston (right) and 
her friend, Susan DeFloria, our history group was well 
represented at the Carmel Valley Chamber’s 26th Annual 
Chili Cookoff. Krissy made her delicious smoked turkey 
chili for the crowd of about 200. It wasn’t just about mak-
ing the chili and competing, this effort included a lot of 
detail and set up as well. A labor of love and dedication. 
We have wonderful volunteers!  

 Thanks to both of you, for representing us well, and 
raising awareness in the community about our History So-
ciety and Museum. Great job! 
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 Over the last several years, Dick Barratt has 
spent many of his Monday afternoons in the His-
tory Center attic sorting through boxes and boxes 
of old newspapers and organizing them, putting a 
copy of  each edition of the various Carmel Valley 
publications into a file folder and creating a data-
base. Dick processed many thousands of these 
newspapers. They include local publications: The 
Carmel Valley News (1947-2010), The Paisano 
(1948), The Carmel Valley Outlook (1958-1981), 
The Carmel Valley Sun (1959-1999), and miscella-
neous Carmel Valley specific publications (varying 
dates). But these precious resources are of little 
help in researching family histories or events in 
the Valley just sitting in boxes. Board President 
Kim Williams suggested to the board that we pur-
sue a grant to get them digitized which would al-
low them to be online and searchable. Coinci-
dentally, Alan Crockett called soon after that and 
volunteered to work on a “project” for the History 
Society. After exploring several possibilities, Kim 
and Alan settled on the “Newspaper Digitization 
Project.” Alan began his research and found that 
the California Revealed Project would be interested in our collection. 

 California Revealed is a 
State Library-funded initiative 
helping California’s public li-
braries and local heritage 
groups, digitize, preserve, 
and provide historically sig-
nificant California books, 
documents, and other ma-
terials online. 

 Thankfully Dick 
had already made the da-
tabase, but California 
Revealed needed one 
more data point: the number of pages in 
each edition. Dick got to work and completed much of the 
task, but with the deadline looming for our first submission, 
Alan called for a marathon session to complete the task. 
Done!  

 Now we are waiting for final approval before ship-
ping the boxes up to Sacramento. It is unlikely that the 
whole collection will be funded this year, but Alan is ready 
to submit another proposal for the next funding cycle. 

 Thanks to all our hard-working volunteers!  

CVHS Newspaper Collection / Digitizing for Access 

By Kim Williams 

(L to R) Dave Terdy, Cherie Ohlson, Alan Crocket and Kim Williams open 

files, ascertain the number of pages in the edition and enter the number into 

the database.                                                                (Photo by Jeff Ohlson) 
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 Today’s Carmel Valleyites may not be aware of the Jamesburg Players, a troupe of musical theater 
performers who wrote a memorable chapter into the history of Carmel Valley. In 1972 Linda Prejean 
(now Springer) and Carol Hyatt-Parkhurst established the Jamesburg School as a private school for stu-
dents from the Jamesburg and Cachagua areas. In 1975 John and Linda Prejean and the Jamesburg 
School’s board of directors formed the Jamesburg Players as a fundraising body for the school. And a 
dream was born. That same year the Players performed their first show in an old redwood barn in Car-
mel Valley Village behind White Oak Plaza: Rogers and Hammerstein’s musical comedy Oklahoma! Sub-
sequent shows were also held at Hidden Valley, CV Community Center, and at Carmel’s Sunset Center.  

 The Players presented twenty productions between 1975 and 1991, including musicals such as Ok-
lahoma, Guys & Dolls, Music Man, Oliver, My Fair Lady, Annie, Any-
thing Goes, and the Wizard of Oz. Local Carmel Valley residents and 
beyond performed in the show; most were amateurs, although John 
and Linda Prejean had prior acting and theater experience. Many non-
performing volunteers enabled the productions through set designs, 
costume making, poster art, and photography.  

 In 1977, the Jamesburg School board purchased 10 acres from 
Bill Lambert Sr. on Tassajara Road for its campus and obtained a per-
mit to operate a school – and another dream became reality. The 
school operated as a private preschool-through-eighth-grade educa-
tional facility until the mid-1990s. The school building has since served 
as a multi-use venue for various community activities such as wed-
dings, memorial services, fire prevention meetings, yoga classes, and 
holiday events.  

 The results of their efforts were significant - the building of a 
schoolhouse and positively affecting the lives of a generation of chil-
dren and the surrounding community. A few members of the original 
troupe are still living in the Carmel Valley area and have gathered for 
joyous and nostalgic reunions in 2009 and 2010.  

Remembering the Jamesburg Players 
By Jeff Ohlson, CVHS Historian 

Photo by Peter McArthur (1980) 
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Lost & Found Department. 

When unpacking boxes for the recent “Better 
than Rummage Sale” at the History Center, two 
dog tags were found in a box of clothing. The 
tags read: 
      RETANA RONALD A 

      US56263774 

      T55        B 

                     C 

 

Please call us or come in during our open hours 
to let us know about this person or to reclaim 
the dog tags. 

The Historical Society is grateful to Marj Ingram, Linda 

(Prejean) Springer, and Michelle Prejean for their passionate 

assistance with this brief historical sketch of their beloved 

Jamesburg Players.   

The Jamesburg Players 

Photos by Bob Enea 



Donations: Documents, Photos, Artifacts, Library Materials  (August, September, October)  

General Fund: Tom  Oliver , Thom as Gladney, Scot Leisy & Claire Law son, Fred & Cynthia 

Riede, Susanne Taunt 

Tiles: Richard & Dem i Briscoe  

Grants: California Upjohn Fund, Fr iends of Carm el Valley Library  

In Memory of Stephanie Culbert: K im  & Christine W illiam s  

Financial Contributions  (August September, October) 

Your generous support is greatly appreciated! 
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Anonymous: 1989 CV Centennial Sw eat-
shirt (with CV Market logo) 

Elizabeth Barratt: Book: Aghow le “Where the 
Divil ate the Tinker” (sic)  

Terry Lynn Cahoon: Snapshots and photo-
copies of photos depicting various ancestors, plus 
family tree 

Friends of Carmel Valley Library: Original 
sign from the Buckeye restaurant/bar located 
where CV Library now stands. On loan to CVHS 
until 9/30/2029. 

Judi Leavelle-King: Ladies period-correct 
dress and bonnet, made specifically for Judi 
Leavelle-King to wear during Carmel Valley's 1989 
Centennial celebration, on loan 

Martha Karstens: Book: “Recipes for Living in 
Big Sur” which includes recipes from Carmel Val-
ley Pioneers 

Kevin & Sue Knapp: Assorted vintage 
“Carmel Valley News” Magazines dated 1948 to 
1956 

Kate McAnaney: Photos, histor ies and fam i-
ly tree pertaining to the Vasquez Family of CV 

Martin McAulay: Fram ed Currier  & Ives 
color print: "Scenery of Wicklow, Ireland - The 
Devil's Glen" in original carved frame, a Hatton 
family heirloom which hung in the northeast bed-
room, second floor of the original Hatton Ranch 
house in Carmel Valley (not dated) 

 

 

Richard & Tamsin McAulay: Fainting couch 
from original Hatton Ranch house in Carmel Val-
ley, circa 1895 

Richard & Tamsin McAulay: 13 photos of 
Hatton Ranch “Mansion” taken by Tamsin 
McAulay in 1960 

Robin Ornellas & George Currie: Variety of 
CV business’ ephemera 

Charlene Randazzo: 1929 Subdivision Map 
of Carmel/Carmel Valley, miscellaneous brochures 
and articles, 1989 Centennial Banners 

Peter Thomsen: Five black & w hite 8'x10' 
photo prints depicting various CV scenes of inter-
est, including: Jack Thomsen upon a broadcast 
seeder from Berta Ranch pulled by a horse & mule 
team with toddler son, Peter, on board, circa 1948; 
At Holman Guest Ranch: two youngsters (around 5 
years old?) in western boots, hats, etc. one helping 
the other up into the saddle on a horse with an "S" 
brand, circa 1950; View across the valley from Ro-
bles del Rio Lodge shows orchards and barn, very 
little development, circa 1940 

May Waldroup: Original w hite w ooden sign 
in the shape of a Native American thunderbird 
symbol, made in 1968 which hung from the Thun-
derbird Bookstore, recently refurbished by CVHS 
Board Member Jeff Ohlson 

John & Anna Williams: Hatton fam ily Bar -
H cattle brand, inherited by Anna Williams from 
her father John who inherited it from his mother, 
Anna Hatton Martin 

Tax-free Giving to the Carmel Valley Historical Society 
Did you know that people older than 70½ can transfer up to $100,000 per year from their traditional IRAs to 

charity, which can count as their required minimum distribution (RMD) but is not taxable if they follow the rules 

for a qualified charitable distribution (QCD)? (This doesn’t apply to a Roth IRA, which has tax-free withdrawals 

and no required distributions.) The gift stays out of your adjusted gross income only if you make a direct transfer 
from your IRA to the charity. It doesn’t count as a tax-free transfer if you withdraw the money first and then 

make a donation to the charity. Ask your IRA administrator what steps you need to take, because the procedures 

can vary from firm to firm.                                                                                                                (Source: kiplinger.com) 

https://www.kiplinger.com/fronts/special-report/required-minimum-distributions/


 DECEMBER 2019 THE CARMEL VALLEY HISTORIAN Page 7 

(Carmelo from page 1)  The convenient 
location was meant to draw residents all the way 
from Corral de Tierra, Jamesburg, Cachagua, as 
well as ranchers who lived closer to the mouth of 
the Valley.  

 Dances with live music were especially 
popular at the club, with musicians paid ten dollars 
for the evening's performance. At first there was no 
door fee, but  someone would pass around a hat to 
take up a collection, usually a dollar per couple, to 
pay the performers.  "At midnight an old-fashioned 
Quadrille was called, and supper was served, " Joe 
Hitchcock wrote. "The refreshments, usually 
sandwiches and cake, 
were always provided by 
the ladies. When 
everyone was exhaust-
ed, we drove our 
buggies home and 
sometimes fell asleep on 
the way. But our trusty 
horses always brought 
us back safely. Usually 
the young ladies fell 
asleep, and we had a 
difficult time trying to 
drive [the horse] with 
one hand and hold up 
the young lady with the 
other." 

 Events at the 
club were so popular 
that gate-crashing 
attempts soon resulted 
in a "members and their 
invited guests only" 
policy. At a July 21, 
1895 meeting, it was decided that "no person not 
invited by a member of the club shall be made 
welcome in the hall." The order was signed by Mrs. 
R. H. Martin. 

 Occasional plays were also held at the club. 
The Monterey Weekly Cypress reported on August 
31, 1895, "About 150 people were present on Friday 
evening of last week to welcome the farce, 'The 
School Ma'am,' played under the auspices of the 
Carmelo Athletic and Social Club at its hall in 
Carmel Valley. There were eleven characters, all of 
whom did admirably well. Between acts instru-
mental and vocal solos were rendered. A social hop 
and refreshments followed the play." 

 Despite its title as both an athletic and social 
club, athletic activities were only observed during  
the early years, when the club sponsored a  base-
ball team called the Wood Ticks, who played a 
Carmel team called the Sand Fleas. By about 1910 
the athletic portion of the club activities was 
dropped in favor of dances. 

 Holiday social activities included a Wash-
ington's Birthday Ball, as noted in the Monterey 
New Era newspaper on February 25, 1903, which 
stated that "all had the customary good time." For 
years, members held large Fourth of July celebra-
tions at the club, with activities spilling outdoors at 

the back of the property 
facing the river.  

 There were 
periods when the club  
was inactive, and other 
times when interest was 
revived, with the space 
used for Carmelo School 
graduations  and other 
community functions. 
  

 Monthly dances 
continued at the club  
through the 1950s. Live 
music, when available,  
was provided by a 3-
piece band. When the  
band wasn't available,  
dancing was done to 
records. The old-
fashioned country 
dances started at 9:00 
PM and lasted until 2 
AM. Raffle prizes at the 

event might include a ham, plus other door prizes. 
According to an August 2, 1957 interview in the 
Carmel Valley News, only coffee was served at the 
functions, at least indoors. Stories abound of 
patrons stepping outside for "a breath of fresh air."  

 Membership attendance began to dwindle 
from about the late 1950s. In time the former  club 
space evolved into a  series of businesses, including 
a saddlery shop, a plumbing business,  a woodcarv-
ing shop and a sculpture studio.  

 But in its heyday, the membership enjoyed a 
singular claim to fame, when locals believed that 
the Carmelo Athletic and Social Club was one of 
the oldest clubs in Monterey County.  

Friday Night dances were popular at the Carmelo Athletic and 

Social Club and lasted into the 1950s, as seen here when par-

ticipants (l.tor.) Martin Bell, Candy Steinmetz, Margaret Wil-

liam and Juan Alvarez share a laugh.  

(Photo:Carmel Valley Historical Society Collection) 
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  History Center Museum Hours: 
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Board of Directors 

 

 Kim Williams  President 
 Gary Tate Vice President 
 Dave Terdy Treasurer 
 Cherie Ohlson Secretary 
 Elizabeth Barratt Recording Secretary 
 Dick Barratt Member 
 Maxine Callinan Member 
 Jeff Ohlson Member 
 Ellsworth Gregory Member Emeritus 

 

Newsletter Production: Kim Williams 

Upcoming Events 

 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 3-5 PM 
Annual Christmas Party 
   at the History Center 
 
Saturday, Dec. 7, 5-6 PM 
Christmas Tree Lighting 
   in the Community Park 
 
 

 
Saturday, Dec. 14, 10 AM-Noon 
Santa Fly-in and Parade 
   at the Airfield, Carmel Valley Road 
 
Saturday, April 4, 4-6 PM 
Annual Membership Meeting 
   at the History Center 

 

 

Please come and join us at our annual  

Christmas Party 
Saturday, December 7, 2018 

 from 3:00 to 5:00 

at the CV History Center 

77 West Carmel Valley Road 

Come visit with old friends, 
meet some new friends, 

greet your Board Members, 

and see our newest exhibits. 

If you can, please bring a 

finger-food hors d'oeuvre or 

dessert, or a bottle of white 

wine. 

Call the History Center for 

more information. 

BRING AN UNRAPPED NEW TOY FOR THE 

CARMEL VALLEY ANGEL PROJECT  

 Nine senior students accompanied by 
their teacher Brenda Buran and Principal Tom 
Parry spent about an hour at the museum last 
September 9.  It appeared that everybody en-
joyed the visit. 
 Museum docent Jeff Ohlson explained 
the technicalities of the antique graphophone 
player and also took a film camera flash photo, 
demonstrating how film cameras and flash-
bulbs differ from electronic flashes, and digital 
cameras and smartphones.  One of the students 
discovered one of the differences: just-fired 
flash bulbs are hot!  She took it with her as a 
memento of her museum visit. 

Carmel Valley High Class Visits 
Carmel Valley Museum 


