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The Kahn Ranch 
By Jeff Ohlson, CVHS Historian 

The 1,100-acre Kahn 

Ranch was located about two 

miles south of Carmel Valley 

Village. The ranch was owned by 

successful Carmel businessman, 

conservationist, political activ-

ist, and philanthropist Stephen 

B. Kahn (1910-2007).

The Kahn Ranch borders 

Rancho San Carlos. Its eastern 

section was acquired from Hen-

ry Russell’s Double H Ranch, 

now Stonepine Estate. The 

ranch has elevations ranging 

from about 500 to 1,500 feet 

with steep, rugged terrain over 

much of it.  

The ranch was a working 

ranch with goats, chickens, and 

relatively small herds of cattle in 

the 1970s and 1980s comprised 

mostly of Hereford, Angus, and 

Shorthorn cross breeds. Cattle 

were grazed in two main pastures 

- one to the northwest and one to

the southeast of Hitchcock Creek.

Cattle were either sent to auction

or butchered for the family’s use.

A nutritionist, Kahn was interest-

ed in raising organic livestock.

He had an organic garden on the

ranch as well.

Acquired by the Monterey 

Peninsula Regional Parks District 

in 1990, the Kahn Ranch Addi-

tion was opened to the public in 

2002. A popular hiking area, it is 

accessed through permits ob-

tained          (See Kahn, page 7)

Over the years, several caretakers lived in the ranch house pictured 
above. Hitchcock Creek ran in front of it. To the right in the photo is a bridge that 
allowed access to the barn, corrals, goat barn, and chicken yard. The old ranch 
house is now inhabited by Park District rangers and naturalists, and the barn is 
utilized as a workshop. 

Kahn Ranch Addition is shown above situated on the southeastern 
end of Garland Ranch Regional Park. 



 

It is my pleasure to announce the Carmel Valley Recreation and Park 
District has approved our request to expand the footprint of the History Center 
Museum. This will be a long term project that will enable the Society to further 
its mission to preserve and promote the unique history and heritage of Carmel 
Valley for future generations. While no plans have been formalized, we 
look  forward to expanding the exhibit floor and adding storage space for our 
ever-increasing number of artifacts and memorabilia. The expanded space will 
also enable us to host larger community gatherings. The expansion will occur on 
the southwest side of the building and we will keep you informed as plans devel-
op. 

 Since we reopened the museum on May 1, we have had 517 visitors! 
And on the two days of the Carmel Valley Fiesta, August 7-8, 161 folks came in to see what Carmel 
Valley history is all about! If you haven’t been in since we reopened, come on in and see the changes 
we’ve made. 

 Coming up on Saturday, October 2, Jeff Ohlson will present a talk on the history of the Car-
mel Valley Vintage Airfield. His talk will be at the History Center from 10:00-11:30. You won’t want 
to miss this event!  

 Speaking of dates, save the date for our Annual Christmas Party on December 4.  
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A Message from CVHS President Kim Williams 

 

Volunteers in Action 

 

Docents recently gathered for an update on procedures for welcoming visitors to the museum. After nearly a year and a half with the 

museum closed, it was great to get together and back to work. 

Pictured are: (around the horseshoe from left) Julia Batchev, Reggie Jones, Penny Myers, Judith Lehman, Sandy Schachter, Dave 

Burbidge, Brenda Lambert Mellinger, Tom Augustitus, Anna Williams, our ever stoic red-shirted mannequin Frank, Dave Terdy, 

Dick Barratt, Elizabeth Barratt, Jane Chaney, Cherie Ohlson; (in the center) Kim Williams, Cynthia Lott, Robin Sutherlin. 

Not pictured: Jeff Ohlson (the photographer) 



Mike Collins: Framed original oil painting 
“Doc. Tockett” by the late Carmel Valley artist 
Sandra (Sunday) Collins (1949-2020), donated 
in the artist's memory. Handmade redwood 
frame made by local photographer Peter 
MacArthur 
 

Desiree Gillingham: Two vintage card tables 
 

Allison McFarlane: Vintage ‘James Scully’ 
iron cattle dehorning clippers 
 

Lauren Proulx: CVFPD shoulder patch & 
CVFPD volunteer patch, worn by donor’s uncle 
Mark Spindler 
Jim Shakal: Original sign from the second 

Little League Field at Dampierre Park—Jim 
Shakal Field, originally installed circa 1980 (Jim 
was a long-time Kiwanis member and driver of 
the Kid's Train at the annual Carmel Valley 
Fiesta.) 
 

Robb Talbott: 1) 8x10 color photo of old 
CVFPD Dodge Power Wagon #713 with tools & 
equipment laid out on red tarp alongside;  
2) Miscellaneous ‘No Trespassing’ signs from 
Hastings Reserve, old Sky Ranch, old Blomquist 
Ranch and ‘Hazardous Fire Area’ from the 
Department of Natural Resources (all circa 
1960s) 

Financial Contributions (May, June, July)  

General Fund: David & Frances Delfino, Donna Dormody, Dean Hatfield & Karolyn Stone, Nancy 
Pryer, Philomene Smith, Mary Trotter 

Donations: Documents, Photos, Artifacts, Library Materials (May, June, July)  
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What ever happened to the sign 
from The Bucket? 

 

The Bucket was a bar just east of the Village, often called 

The Bucket of Blood. We would love to have this sign in 

our collection where it could be exhibited for all to see. If 

you know where it is, please contact Jeff Ohlson, Curator 

of our Signs of Times Past exhibit. 831.659.5715  

IN MEMORIAM – LESLIE DORRANCE 

Longtime Carmel Valley horsewoman and rancher Leslie 

Dorrance passed away this past July. The Dorrance family 

has been a gracious supporter of the Historical Society and 

its museum since our opening in 2013. 
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Thanks to a donation of family 
memorabilia from Jamesburg's pioneer 
Hallock family, the Carmel Valley Histori-
cal Society has been offered a glimpse of 
what life was like in the community at the 
turn of the 19th Century.  

Among the collection is a memoir 
written by daughter Helen, who described 
her girlhood life in the family's cabin. The 
pioneer Hallock family arrived in James-
burg about 1890 and lived largely off the 
land, with their nearest neighbor living two 
miles away. As Helen wrote,  

"We were very poor in those days, 
as my father had no college education and 
our land didn't yield very well but we had 

plenty of beans and mush, and there was 
abundance of wild game and deer to be 
had. There were wild blackberries and 
thimbleberries which we children used to 
love to go and gather for our mother to 
make pies and to can. There was also wild 
honey which my brothers would go and 
gather, they used to make protectors for 
their face and hands out of feed bags and 
wire netting to protect themselves from 
bee stings.  

 "Our house was built on the edge of 
a canyon, and it was made out of rough 
timber. For furniture we had a rough kitch-
en table and benches for us kids o sit on 
and rawhide chairs for my dad and mother. 
Our eating utensils were black wooden 
handled knives and forks and rough crock-
ery plates and teacups. but with mama's 
homemade bread and canned fruit we 
managed quite well and always seemed to 
have enough to eat. For special treats we 
often had wild pigeon and quail pot pie. As 
poor as we were, people and neighbors 
were always welcome at our house to share 
whatever we had to eat." 

Helen Gertrude Hallock (1901-
1984) was the fourth of seven children 
born to her father George's second wife, 
Mary Jane Smith (1868-1945). The family 
also included three older children from 
George's first marriage to Viola Grimes 
(1858-1886). It was a large and bustling 
family, with each member given specific 
tasks. "We had old fashioned coal oil lamps 
and it was always my job when I got older 

to keep the lamps full of oil and 
wicks trimmed, and heaven help 
me if the flame was crooked and 
smoked the chimney," Helen 
wrote.  

 "We were all very healthy 
people. I remember my mother 
used to gather all kinds of bitter 
herbs and stew them and give us 
big doses once or twice a year. 
There was coffee bark, everlast-
ing flower, and some other herb, 
with an outlandish name. Not a 
pleasant taste in the whole 
bunch, excepting Castoria which 
she gave to the babies and which 
I used to sneak a spoonful every 

now and then." 
 Helen started 

sharing the four-mile 
mountain road astride
with her older brother
brothers walked. "Our
little country school w
whitewashed frame an
low with the hills all a
a nice running brook w
wrote. "Every morning
and then marched in, 

pumped the organ, an
try Tis of Thee.' There
pils in our school, one
With no bridges over t
creeks in winter, the w

Memories of a Pioneer Jamesbur

Schoolgirl Helen Hallock, author of the family 
memoir, possibly about 1915. The Hallock family poses on

ty, about 1910. 

Helen’s father, George Irwin
life at the beach. 

With family at the window, George Hallock poses outside the fami-
ly's Jamesburg home about 1910. 
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school at age seven, 
trek over a rough 
e an old bay mare 
r, while two other 
r school was a typical 

with a red top and 
nd set in a little hol-

around and there was 
went by it," she 
g we saluted the flag 
and the teacher 

nd we sang 'My Coun-
e were only nine pu-
e for each grade." 
the rain-swollen 

way to school was im-

passable and classes were not held from 
December to March.  

The school building was also used 
for social gatherings, especially dances. 
"My father usually played the violin and 
called, and my older brother played the 
guitar. The people would come from miles 
around on horseback or in buggies and the 
ladies would all bring cakes and salads and 
outside there would always be a big bonfire 
going, and a 5 gallon can of hot coffee 
ready when the dancing stopped at mid-
night. The table groaned with food, usually 
about a dozen layer cakes and sandwiches, 
chicken and potato salad and also pies. Af-
ter supper, which usually lasted till one 
o'clock, everyone started to dance again, 
and it would last till morning." 

 Family finances improved in 1908 
when Helen's father, George Irwin Hallock 
(1857-1921), signed on as Tassajara Stage 
driver. By then a new improved road made 
the trip to the springs in only one day. 
George's lease allowed him to carry pas-
sengers, freight and express. The stage left 
Salinas at 6:00 AM, arriving at Tassajara 
by 6 PM, then leaving the following day 
with departing passengers. Besides driving 
the stage, George accompanied the hot 
spring's camping parties into the woods 
around Tassajara and also shot deer for the 
guests' dining pleasure. A stage station op-
erating out of the family's Jamesburg home 
was maintained for a time by his wife Alice. 
George drove his stage until 1913 when 
John Tomasini took over. By then, an auto 
route had been added, which 
soon made the horse stage 
obsolete. 

By 1915 the older Hal-
lock boys moved away and got 
jobs in Monterey, leaving just 
the younger ones at home. 
The family's last Christmas in 
Jamesburg was a bittersweet 
one, having lost son Fred to a 
freak horse and wagon acci-
dent just a few months earli-
er. At Christmas that year, a 
kindly neighbor, Mrs. Nellie 
B. Chew, invited the Hallock
youngsters to her home to
help decorate the tree and en-

joy holiday gifts and treats. "What a won-
derful woman to do this for our family," 
Helen reminisced.  

 Not long after, the Hallocks re-
ceived a letter telling them to sell their 
Jamesburg property and move to Monte-
rey, where a rental house, as well as a job 
for George, was waiting. Helen's memoir 
ends with a poignant note, "So ended our 
mountain life."  

According to the volume Monterey 
County Place Names, the family name lin-
gers on in the Jamesburg area, where 
Haelleck Canyon, so spelled on topograph-
ic maps, honors the Hallock family, whose 
acreage was in or adjacent to the canyon. 

rg Girl  By Elizabeth Barratt, CVHS Historian

n their Jamesburg proper-
George Hallock, left, gets ready to butcher a deer 
in Jamesburg. 

The Hallock Family moved to Monterey in 1915. 

n Hallock, poses later in 
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Then & Now - Carmel Valley Village 
By Jeff Ohlson, CVHS Historian 

 
 

In the hustle & bustle of 
everyday life we tend to for-
get our yesteryears. Change 
is ever constant, and our Vil-
lage continues its relentless 
journey through history. 

In bygone days it could 
take over an hour to drive 
from Carmel to Carmel Val-
ley Village over winding and 
unpaved roads. The paved 
road drive today barely takes 
15 minutes (if the speed lim-
its are observed). 

People, businesses and 
structures come and go. As 
these photos show, we con-
tinue to grow and expand. 
Why even the name has 
changed from Airway Village 
to Los Laureles Village and 
finally to today’s Carmel Val-
ley Village. 

In a relatively short 
timespan, the Village went 
from horse-drawn wagons 
and early automobiles to the 
electrics now quietly plying 
the roads and byways. We’ve 
grown from a few hundred to 
4,000 residents and from 
rotary dials to flip phones 
and now to smartphones. 
Meanwhile, the business 
community now offers wine-
tasting rooms, galleries, and 
museums. 

 

What changes the future will bring is anybody’s guess, but, true to the Historical Society’s mission, we 
save the past and replay it for this and future generations to enjoy, learn, and reminisce. 
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(Kahn from page 1) from the Park District. It is best known for its panoramic vistas, wild flowers, 

and challenging trails. Hitchcock Creek tumbles over the picturesque seasonal Fern Falls, as it winds 

its way down to the Carmel River. 

The barn shown to the left was used as a tool shop and storage. It had 
second story lofts on both sides with a wood stove located in the mid-
dle of the first floor. The ranch corral with a loading chute in the 

background was used for the loading and 

unloading of cattle from trucks.  

Ray Berta, manager/caretaker of the ranch 

from 1977 to 1982, is shown with his son 

Shane in the corral circa 1980.  

Other caretaker/managers were Paul Pal-

let, Mike McFadden, and Steve Johnson. 

Fern Falls after a spring rain 

Photo by Christine Williams 

Hiking in Kahn Ranch 

Photo by Kim Williams 

Note: Gary Tate, a board member of the Carmel Valley 

Historical Society, was District Manager for the MPRPD 

during its acquisition and resulting public use of the 

Kahn Ranch property.  



 SEPTEMBER 2021 THE CARMEL VALLEY HISTORIAN Page 8 

 
PRESORTED STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

SALINAS, CA 
PERMIT NO. 164 

CARMEL VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
PO BOX 1612 
CARMEL VALLEY, CA 93924-1612 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Carmel Valley Historical Society 
 

 WEB  carmelvalleyhistoricalsociety.org 

  Carmel Valley History Center 

 EMAIL cvhs3@live.com 

 CALL (831) 659-5715 

 WRITE PO Box 1612 
  Carmel Valley, CA 93924-1612 

 VISIT CV History Center Museum 

   77 West Carmel Valley Road 

Virtual Tour carmelvalleyhistoricalsociety.org 

History Center Museum  
Saturdays 1-4 
Sundays 11-2 

 

Board of Directors 
 

 Kim Williams  President 
 Gary Tate Vice President 
 Dave Terdy Treasurer 
 Cherie Ohlson Secretary 
 Elizabeth Barratt Recording Secretary 
 Dick Barratt Member 
 Jeff Ohlson Member 
 Christine Williams Member 
 Ellsworth Gregory Member Emeritus 
 
                                   Elizabeth Barratt 
                                   Jeff Ohlson 

Newsletter Production: Kim Williams 
 

Upcoming Events 

                          Like us (         us) on our Facebook page:   

                                 Carmel Valley History Center 
Historians: 

October 2-Saturday 
Vintage Airfield Talk by Jeff Ohlson (10:00-11:30) 
at the History Center 
 
 

December 4-Saturday 
CVHS Annual Christmas Party (4:00-6:00) at the HC  
Community Christmas Tree Lighting (5:00-6:00) in the park 
 
 

December 11-Saturday 
 Santa Fly-in and Parade (10:30-Noon) 

Just in time for the Carmel Valley Fiesta, Marketing Committee member 

Christine Williams and volunteer Jamison Kaufmann produced a new banner. 

A big thank-you goes to the Carmel Valley Recreation and Park District for 

allowing us to regularly post our banners. We can see their effectiveness by 

the great increase in the number of visitors to the Museum. 

Visiting during the Fiesta was Ron Long who back 

in 2014 made the casting of the fossil bone in our 

Mammoth or Mastodon exhibit. He confirmed 

which it was, but you’ll have to come into the mu-

seum to find out. Thank you, Ron, for the toucha-

ble cast of the bone. 
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