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The "Other" Grade Road that Wasn't 
By Elizabeth Barratt, CVHS Historian 

 The modest road, with its tiny sign an-
nouncing "Tehama," scarcely invites notice or en-
trance. But back in the day, there was a heated 
controversy over this onetime partial wagon road, 
located just across Carmel Valley Road from to-
day's Quail Lodge. Would a completed route be-
come another means 
to get from the Val-
ley into Monterey? 
Or not? 

 On January 
6, 1896, a group of 
citizens submitted a 
petition to the Mon-
terey County Board 
of Supervisors to 
survey the property 
boundaries, seeking 
to lay out a public 
road, described from 
the Monterey side 
as, "stretching from 
the Del Monte 
Blacksmith Shop 
through Cañada de 
la Segunda to Car-
mel Valley Road." 
Among the signors 
were Carmel Valley 
pioneers and their 
descendants. Part of 
a road had already 
been laid out by 
members of the Ber-
ta, Berwick, Snively 
and Wolter families. The area remaining to be 
surveyed covered about 5.2 miles and lay on the 
boundaries of land owned by James Meadows on 
the northern side of Cañada de la Segunda and 
land baron David Jacks, owner of Aguajito Ran-
cho, part of whose lands now comprise Jack's 
Peak Park. (See maps on page 7.) 

 Seeking a shorter route to transport their 
produce over to Monterey, Carmel Valley farmers 
greeted the plan with enthusiasm. At the time, the 
closest route to Monterey markets was an eight- 
to ten-mile haul. The first portion, heading to the 
mouth of the Valley, required crossing the Carmel 

River at several lo-
cations. This was 
followed by an ardu-
ous horse and wag-
on haul, first up and 
then over Carmel 
Hill, finally reaching 
the markets in 
downtown Monte-
rey. Laureles Grade, 
located many miles 
to the east, was at 
the time a steep, 
winding dirt road 
mainly used to drive 
cattle from the Val-
ley over to Laguna 
Seca and then on to 
the Salinas stock 
markets.  

 If approved, a 
new Cañada de la 
Segunda road would 
connect Carmel Val-
ley to a point de-
scribed as the Del 
Monte Blacksmith 
Shop. The shop was 
said to be located 

near the Hotel Del Monte at the north west corner 
of Sloat Avenue and a portion of the former 
Fremont Street that was later overtaken by Cabril-
lo Highway. In today's terms, this would be near 
the Present Del Monte golf course and not far 
from the Naval Postgraduate School.  

              (See The Other Grade Road, page 6) 



 

 

 I wish I could welcome you back to the History Center Museum soon, but 
the county has not yet authorized indoor museums to reopen. Perhaps by June? 

While activities naturally have slowed down with the closure, work con-
tinues. The Board still meets monthly via ZOOM and, though the Society has 
been unable to be fully functioning, there is always a full agenda each month. 
We have taken the opportunity to work through our “someday when we have 
time” list of items to accomplish and have made significant progress. Like our 
homes, there is never a shortage of projects! We have also begun talking about 
the future of the Museum and what it might look like 10+ years down the road. 
The possibilities are exciting. 

 In the meantime, look for an email or check our website for reopening 
information. We look forward to seeing you again as soon as it is possible to open. 
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A Message from CVHS President Kim Williams 

 

Volunteers in Action 

Many thanks Mike Thatcher and Jorge Hernandez for cleaning and repairing  

the History Center’s gutters before the rains. 

Also thanks to CVHS volunteer and board president Kim Williams 

for crafting an elegant cradle for our once-sagging tule boat. An-

other item checked off our to-do list! 

 



Bard Sherman: Vintage hand-truck made of 
iron with wooden handles, in the family for 
years, probably from use in CV Pear Orchards 

Stan & Rosemarie White: Sign: 
"MoonGypsy Cafe" 37"x14"x1.5" – from their 
restaurant located on Center St., late 1970s and 
early '80s 

Financial Contributions (Nov, Dec, Jan)  

General Fund: Thomas Augustitus, Doug Brandenburg, Maxine Callinan, Steven & Leslie Dorrance, 
Luc Messier & Julie Fette, Joan Millard, Peter Newmeier, Nick & Kathy Nicholson, Jeff & Cherie 
Ohlson, Val & Jar Pakis, Sue Pius, Rob Talbott, Art & June Taylor, Michael Taylor 

Donations: Documents, Photos, Artifacts, Library Materials (Nov, Dec, Jan) 
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Carmel Valley History Center—We’ve never looked better!               Photo by Jeff Ohlson 

Remember to take a VIRTUAL TOUR of the His-
tory Center Museum on our website: 

carmelvalleyhistoricalsociety.org 

Our Mission: 
    Preserving and promoting the unique history 
    and heritage of Carmel Valley for current and  
    future generations. 
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The End of the Story 

A road from Carmel Valley Road to Monterey 

was finally completed in 1997...but as a private 

road. 

Carmel Pine Cone — December 12, 1997 

“...12 holes of the new course, which [Clint]

Eastwood calls The Tehama Golf Course, are 

already planted and growing. The irrigation sys-

tems are in, foundations for the club house have 

been dug, and the roads leading to the club 

house — both from Carmel Valley Road and 

from Highway 68 — have been paved.” 

(The Other Grade Road, from page 1)
 Since they had anticipated this new con-
struction, Carmel Valley homesteaders were ea-
ger to complete their portion that already led a 
mile and a half up Cañada de la Segunda. By 
1895, they wanted the county to finish the pro-
ject, connecting the road all the way down to the 
Monterey side. 
When achieved, 
the new route 
would shave four 
miles off the road 
that farmers had 
been taking to get 
to Monterey. 

 By April 
1896 the pro-
posed land to be 
covered was sur-
veyed from the 
Carmel Valley 
side, beginning at 
the boundaries of 
Cañada de la Se-
gunda and the Meadows Tract. The surveyors re-
sponded favorably and estimated the total cost of 
completing the 66-foot wide road, which includ-
ed 7¾ miles of fencing, two miles of grading, five 
acres to be cleared and the purchase of the right 
of way, came to $3,295.50. The homesteaders 
and farmers announced they were willing to pay 
for the road's construction, if the county agreed 
to acquire and fence the right of way. It seemed 
like a practical solution.  

 Just when matters seemed to be moving 
along, two landowners, David Jacks and James 
Meadows, refused to give their consent. The sec-
tion along the Jacks property would cover about 
1¼ miles of his land. James Meadows, who at 
first objected to the plan, later agreed to it after 
stating that the road was to be properly fenced. 

 The Jacks problem was a long one, dating 
all the way back to 1859 when the city of Monte-
rey sold off its lands. Jacks bought a sizeable por-
tion, but a clerical error left off 693 and 1/100th 
acres in Cañada de la Segunda. This portion 
called "Public Lands" was available for home-
steaders. Fifteen local farmers had filed home-

stead claims, built homes, and were living on the 
property at the time the road question came up. 
The long legal struggle that ensued had Jacks 
pursuing claim to this acreage. Court decisions in 
1897 at first favored the homesteaders, then 
swung back to Jacks the following year. In 1899 
the case was again brought before the Board of 
Supervisors. The same year, court’s favor once 
again changed back in favor of the homesteaders. 

Finally, Judge 
Dorn, ruling for 
Jacks, cited the 
Couness Act of 
1866. The act 
stated that if 
properties were 
omitted by mis-
take in a land 
sale, but that 
buyer and seller 
believed that 
they were includ-
ed, it had the 
same legal 
weight as an ac-

tual deed documentation. Due to this final ruling, 
the homesteaders were forced out and lost the 
lands they had lived on and cultivated for years.  

Today, of course, one can't help but wonder how 
the Valley's traffic flow issues might have been 
improved, had the settlers' dream of a Cañada de 
la Segunda road become a reality. 

David Jacks opposed the new 

Cañada de la Segunda road over 

to Monterey because he consid-

ered the land his, and not the 

homesteaders’. 

Pioneer James Meadows at first 

opposed the new road but later 

changed his mind when fencing 

was added. 
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Top: Map of the county of Monterey, Californa (1877) 

- Library of Congress 

Right: An addendum to the 1896 petition to the Mon-

terey County Board of Supervisors describing the 

boundaries of the proposed new road. 

Baja Cantina 

Quail Lodge 
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Carmel Valley Historical Society 
 

 WEB  carmelvalleyhistoricalsociety.org 

  Carmel Valley History Center 

 EMAIL cvhs3@live.com 

 CALL (831) 659-5715 

 WRITE PO Box 1612 

  Carmel Valley, CA 93924-1612 

 VISIT CV History Center Museum 

   77 West Carmel Valley Road 

Virtual Tour carmelvalleyhistoricalsociety.org 

History Center Museum : 
Closed By Government Order  
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic 

 
Board of Directors 

 

 Kim Williams  President 
 Gary Tate Vice President 
 Dave Terdy Treasurer 
 Cherie Ohlson Secretary 
 Elizabeth Barratt Recording Secretary 
 Dick Barratt Member 
 Jeff Ohlson Member 
 Ellsworth Gregory Member Emeritus 

 

Upcoming Events 

We are looking forward to the Grand Reopening of the History 
Center Museum...as soon as restrictions are lifted. We will send 
out an email notice about the date. If we don’t have your email 
address, please email me at CVHSPresident@gmail.com. 

                          Like us (         us) on our Facebook page:   

                                 Carmel Valley History Center 

CVHS Soldiers On: Even though the Museum 

is closed due to Covid-19 restrictions, your Society Board 

Members and volunteers have kept working. Jeff Ohlson, 

who shoulders responsibility for overseeing maintenance, 

coordinated with the Carmel Valley Recreation and Park 

District, arranging to have the overgrown trees behind the 

History Center trimmed. Dianne Woods keeps up with the 

landscaping and arranged for the trimming of the bushes 

in front and on the sides of the building. 

 Jeff also has been working on mounting additional 

items to our exhibit Signs of Times Past. 


