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Fanny Osbourne Camps Out in Carmel Valley 

By Elizabeth Barratt, CVHS Historian 

 Biographers have well documented Robert 
Louis Stevenson's September 1879 camping trip 
to Carmel Valley, many describing it as a turning 
point in his life. But was his choice influenced by 
an earlier Carmel Valley getaway by his lover and 
future wife, Fanny Os-
bourne?  

 In the Spring of 
the same year, months 
before Stevenson's arri-
val in Monterey, Fanny 
was the guest of Bradley 
Sargent on a roundup at 
his sprawling Carmel 
Valley ranch. She later 
wrote about her adven-
tures, published in the 
January 1880 issue of 
Lippincott's Magazine 
of Popular Literature, 
under the title 
"Sargent's Rodeo." She 
used the byline F.M. Os-
bourne.  

  Already a short 
story writer, Fanny was 
living in Monterey at the 
time, separated from her 
husband, Sam Osbourne, 
and helping to support 
herself and her children 
with her writing. Bradley 
Sargent had invited Fan-
ny and her extended family to attend the seasonal 
cattle roundup at his massive holdings. By this 
period the ranch had become a combination of 
two historic neighboring Carmel Valley land 
grants. Rancho San Francisquito ("Little St. Fran-
cis"), originally granted in 1835 to Catalina Man-
zaneli de Munras and later sold to Bradley Sar-
gent. Next door, closer to the mouth of the Valley, 
sat Rancho el Potrero de San Carlos ("Pasture of 
San Carlos") the former pasturing lands of the 

Carmel Mission. Originally granted in 1837 to 
Fructuoso del Real, by 1851 the property belonged 
to both Bradley Sargent and his brothers. The 
combined old grants became known as the Ran-
cho San Francisquito y San Carlos. 

 Fanny's camping 
party included her son 
and daughter, Sam and 
Belle Osbourne, artists 
Joe Strong and his sis-
ters Lizzie and Ninole, 
Fanny's sister Nelly 
Van de Grift and Nelly's 
future husband Adolfo 
Sanchez, plus a vaquero 
named Bob, described 
as a handyman and 
teller of tall tales. The 
wagon trip set off, 
heading over the hill 
from Monterey, passing 
by the ruins of the old 
Carmel Mission, and 
continued far into Car-
mel Valley.  

 The group spent its first night inside a 
barn, sleeping on blankets tossed on piles of 
hay. At pre-dawn, everyone headed up a dirt 
road, winding up through the spring-greened 
grassy hills, still shady in the dawn light. As 
Fanny described, "all about us was gray and 
shadowed and mystic. The cool violet odors of 
wild flowers rose from the ground." On the up-

per hills the party reached a plateau, by now 
warmed by morning sun, where they spent hours 
watching groups of vaqueros dividing up and 
herding the cattle. As they observed the roundup 
on horseback, she portrayed the sweeping valley 
vista, "Beneath us lay abrupt hills, narrow fertile 
valleys, and a winding river, the Carmel...farther 
back a rosy light hovered over the brim of Carmel 
Bay....every dewdrop flashed like a spark of fire. 
    (See Fanny, page 6)

 

 



 

 Hooray! The Museum at the History Center is open! After being closed 
for more than a year, the museum reopened on the weekend of May 1-2. And we 
had a record number of visitors—71—for a weekend! 

 Pictured below is the first in-person board meeting since the pandemic 
shutdown started last March. We’ve been meeting monthly via Zoom continuing 
to keep the Society moving forward and working to update exhibits in the muse-
um. I am also pleased to report that due to the generous financial support from 
our members, we have weathered these difficult months well. Thank you! 

 Last Spring we were just getting ready for our 2020 Annual Meeting 
when the stay-at-home orders came out and the meeting was cancelled. 
Cherie Ohlson and Dave Terdy were scheduled to be reelected for a new term. 
In the absence of a vote by the membership, the board confirmed their appointment to three-year 
terms ending in March of 2023. Likewise since we were unable to schedule the 2021 Annual Meet-
ing, the board confirmed the appointment of Elizabeth Barratt, Jeff Ohlson and Gary Tate for three-
year terms ending in March of 2024. 

 We are also pleased to announce that we have a new board member. Christine Williams who 
has been working with our social media presence was also confirmed for a two-year term. 

 We hope to recruit a few more hosts and hostesses whose job it is to welcome visitors to the 
Museum. We call them "docents." Typically, docents work one three-hour shift on a Saturday (1-4) 
or Sunday (11-2) each month. It really is a fun time to talk with our visitors from around the world, 
and locals too. If you are interested, please email me at CVHSPresident@gmail.com, or give me a 
call at 659-1307. 
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A Message from CVHS President Kim Williams 

 

Volunteers in Action—Your Society Board 

 

CVHS Board: Clockwise around the table from far left: Cherie Ohlson, Jeff Ohlson, Elizabeth Barratt, 

Christine Williams, Kim Williams, Dave Terdy, Gary Tate, and Dick Barratt 

Photo by Jeff Ohlson 
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 Our outside sign project took several months of effort between 2018 and 
2019. Most of the signs came from our existing archives and a few were donat-
ed for this project. 

 Once all signs were selected, they were carefully cleaned and prepped 
for installation – and some even had to have their termites evicted! Some also 
needed special restoration to make them presentable and durable for longtime 
display. A few were so heavy that two people had to hang them. 

 The outside 
walls of the Histo-
ry Center surprisingly posed an interesting 
challenge. The nearly two dozen signs with 
their many different shapes and sizes had 
to be located among space already taken 
up by doors, windows, commemorative 
tiles, floodlights, and electrical and plumb-
ing lines. The signs ended up being suc-
cessfully hung on three sides of the build-
ing. 

 The provenance of each sign had to 
be verified and then consolidated into four 
18” x 40” displays. The font design and size 
were chosen so a person standing 6 to 8 
feet away could easily read the text. Once 
all captions were approved by the Exhibit 

Committee, the next hurdle was to decide where they were to be made. SignWorks Monterey was cho-
sen to make them. Our display artwork was affixed directly to a 6mm PVC backing, resulting in a dura-
ble and UV-resistant display. 

This exhibit has already delighted those who have seen it. Projects like this can be challenging 
but they are always fun and rewarding when visitors give us positive feedback. Or not. Some have point-
edly asked: “What is that McDonald’s Coming Soon sign doing up there??” [Check out the two re-
cent Pine Cone articles on our website for the full story.] 

The funding 
for producing these 
high-quality captions 
came from donations 
to the Historical Soci-
ety. You too can vol-
unteer and ply your 
passions and skills – 
just call (831) 659-
5715 and leave us a 
message! The entire 
exhibit can also be 
viewed on our CVHS 
website. 

 Signs of Times Past Exhibit Curators Corner 
Jeff Ohlson 
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Remembering Carmel Valley’s Douglas Ranch Camps 
By Jeff Ohlson, CVHS Historian 

Grace Parsons Douglas (1880-1968) was a pioneer member of the American Camping Associa-
tion and a former president of the Headmistress Association, a forerunner of the Association of Inde-
pendent Schools. 

 In 1925, she founded the Douglas Camp School for Girls & Boys in Pebble Beach after 
purchasing land from Samuel F.B. Morse. After operating the school for a quarter century, the proper-

ty was sold to become the Del Monte School for Boys, 
then the Robert Louis Stevenson School and today the 
Stevenson School. 

 In 1946, Grace Douglas purchased a 120-acre 
tract located 2 miles east of Carmel Valley Village where 
at 1,000 feet of elevation, it was fog free and enjoyed 
about 300 sunny days a year. The Douglas Ranch Camps 
held its first camp session in the summer of 1949 and 
thereafter became internationally known. Over the years, 
it created lifelong memories for the campers and counse-
lors and for its owner, Carole Ehrhardt, granddaughter of 
Grace Douglas. 

The Camp hosted about 100 campers from 
around the world each summer, ages 7 to 14. Its 
counselors were good role models, having the 
skills necessary to teach all the programs of-
fered, engendering a pioneering spirit in the 
campers. 

Camp sessions lasted from 6 to 8 weeks 
from early July through August. Campers were 
boarded in 3 different living areas in about a 
dozen cabins. Exercise and fitness were a basic 
part of the program that included swimming, 
tennis, and ball sports.      (continued next page) 
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Remington, Fawn: Miscellaneous items from 
personal archives including: Booklet: “Home 
Bartender's Guide - Prepared for you by: The 
Grapevine, Carmel Valley, CA” and two books: 
“Tassajara Cooking” and “The Tassajara Bread 
Book” 

NOTE: The History Center Museum is 
now open after a year of Covid closure.  
We are happy to receive your donations 
to our collection once again. 

Financial Contributions (Feb, Mar, Apr)  

General Fund: Richard & Demi Brisco, Chris Harrold, Mary Ellen Martinelli, Melvin & Joy Pritchard, 
Sally Swanson, Paul & Karen Turner, Kim & Christine Williams 

Donations: Documents, Photos, Artifacts, Library Materials (Feb, Mar, Apr)  

(from previous page)   Also included w ere r iflery, archery, and crafts as w ell as table m an-
ners, good sportsmanship, leadership, and taking responsibility for onesself. 

With a string of 15 well-trained horses in the equestrian program, the campers were trained in 
western riding, rodeos and horse shows, jumping, polo, and proper care of horses. In addition to formal 
camp sessions, the last two weeks of camp were reserved for the famous “Douglas Pack Trip” to Big Sur 

and back on horseback. Each camper was responsible 
for graining, haying, and watering their mount before 
taking care of their own needs. 

 Over time, parents desired shorter and shorter 
camp sessions. Camp times were also impacted by 
staff getting out of college in mid-June while public 
schools started up again in early August. This trend 
didn’t allow enough time to teach traditional camp 
values, and after nine decades of operation Douglas 
Ranch Camps ceased to operate in 2017. Now called 
The Camp at Carmel Valley, its new owners still honor 
the camp traditions created by Grace Douglas. 

The Carmel Mission  (1800s) 
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(Fanny from page 1) 

The song of birds floated 
up to us on the warm, 
fragrant breeze."  

 Hundreds of head 
of cattle were gathered 
and grouped, the strays 
with neighboring brands 
released, and the un-
branded separated out. 
The herd thus divided 
was driven to a corral 

several miles farther along. The party followed up 
a rugged road leading to an old corral that en-
closed an abandoned three or four bedroom ado-
be house, designated as the next night's stay. 
About the time the party dismounted, a raging, 
newly branded wild bull, his horns sawed off and 
spouting blood, came charging at the group. Eve-

ryone scat-
tered, some 
to high tree 
branches, 
the rest to 
huddle in-
side the old 
adobe.  

 After 
spending 
the day 
watching 
the flurry of 
roping and 
branding, 
the visitors 

were treated to another wild bull charge before 
the day was spent. Later, for dinner, a heifer was 
killed, cut up and roasted in pieces over the 
campfire as the group sat warming themselves. 
Into the night the happy assemblage took turns 
singing folk songs, dancing and sharing hunting 
tales about bobcats and grizzlies.  

 After her pleasant night’s sleeping in the 
springtime Valley stillness beneath the quiet 
stars, Fanny wrote, "Morning came all too soon. 
Yawning and only half awake, and rather stiff in 
the joints, we mounted our ponies and turned 
our faces homeward... Sargent's rodeo had al-
ready become a thing of the past. [We were] back 
in our little rose-covered adobe house in the 
quaint little town, where even Death itself has 
fallen asleep by the wayside..."  

 After their return, Fanny learned that a 
seven-foot long mountain lion had been killed on 
the very spot where her party had camped. "It 
sounded like an im-
probable tale," she 
wrote. "But no more 
wild and improbable 
than that we were 
once part and parcel 
of the party that 
went to Sargent's 
rodeo."  

  

Fanny Osbourne Stevenson 1885 

Drawings are from the 

original Lippincott’s 

Magazine of Popular 

Literature, January 1880 
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Where was the Adobe? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The route followed in the Spring of 1879 by Fanny Osbourne on her Carmel Valley camping trip, and later that year by 
Robert Louis Stevenson who went farther, has been suggested by historian Mark Hugh Miller in his volume, "The History of 
Rancho San Carlos." He writes that they likely followed the Carmel River into Carmel Valley, then turned south and followed 
Potrero Creek upstream to the Sargent Ranch. The route RLS followed that Fall continued, as he traced the stream into the San-
ta Lucias, crossed San Francisquito Flat and entered the woodlands to the south, arriving at the end of his 18-mile trip at San 
Clemente Creek, where he collapsed.  

  The location of the adobe Fanny's party stayed on the second night of the Sargent camping trip comes into question. 
Fanny writes of spending the night in an "old adobe house of about three or four rooms, much dilapidated" that was part of a 
corral enclosure on the ranch. She wrote that a few yards away from the corral was a brook where the horses were watered. In 
her account, when a recently dehorned wild bull comes charging at them, Fanny and Sam head for the adobe house. A vaquero 
dashes in after them, fastening the door and then closing the shutters of the one window that had any sort of fastening. Anoth-
er room held an open window toward which the bull lunged, while the three visitors hovered inside. In fear, Sam jumped out of 
the window to escape the frantic bull, but dogs soon chased the animal out of the enclosure. The only other reference to the 
dwelling occurs when the party spends the night sleeping on hides stretched over frames that they found inside, standing in the 
corners of the adobe, which she calls a "cabin."  

 Two adobes once stood in the general area that Fanny's camping party may have passed through. Archaeologist Don 
Howard writes that an adobe he calls the "San Francisquito Adobe Ranch Site" existed as part of the original San Francisquito 
and San Carlos ranch house. He describes the San Francisquito adobe's probable site as located just southwest of Moore Lake 
on a rise with cattle corrals. In his 1973 volume, "The Lost Adobes of Monterey County," he indicated that the adobe, which 
possibly dated to 1835, may have existed until about 1900, eventually melting away in the elements and now lay as a mound 
within one of the Rancho San Carlos corrals.  

 Howard describes another adobe as the Bradley V. Sargent Adobe, built in the 1850s, locating it at about a mile from 
the mouth of Potrero Canyon on a bench west of Potrero Creek, now on the San Carlos Ranch lands. Torn down in the 1940s, 
the structure was described as a symmetrical five-room dwelling with a wooden kitchen addition.  According to Miller's volume, 
the Sargent family moved to this home in 1857 and lived in it until about 1873. Although both adobes are long gone, their loca-
tion, and the site of Fanny's campout, makes for lively conjecture.  
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Board of Directors 
 

 Kim Williams  President 
 Gary Tate Vice President 
 Dave Terdy Treasurer 
 Cherie Ohlson Secretary 
 Elizabeth Barratt Recording Secretary 
 Dick Barratt Member 
 Jeff Ohlson Member 
 Christine Williams Member 
 Ellsworth Gregory Member Emeritus 
 

Newsletter Production: Kim Williams 
 

  Elizabeth Barratt 
  Jeff Ohlson 

Upcoming Events 

                          Like us (       us) on our Facebook page:   

                                 Carmel Valley History Center 

New to the Museum 

Historians  

Saturday/Sunday, August 7-8 * Carmel Valley Fiesta 
CV Park 10:00 AM-5:00 PM 

Museum open expanded hours 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
 

Saturday, December 4 * Annual Christmas Party!  
History Center 4:00-6:00 PM 

 

2nd Wednesday of each month 
board meetings 3:30-5:00 PM at the History Center. 

Curator Jeff Ohlson’s new Trout Fishing in Carmel Valley mini-exhibit now complements his San 

Clemente Dam mini-exhibit. Stop by for a visit! 


