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 By the end of the 19th Century both the Carmelo 
and Tularcitos schools had an established classroom 
building, a steady supply of students and easy acces-
siblity to Carmel Valley Road. On the other hand, 
schools in the more remote Upper Valley often came 
and went, sometimes changing names along with 
locations. When no space was available, students met 
in various homes or were brought in to Tularcitos 
School.  

 Recently, the 
Carmel Valley Histori-
cal Society received a 
donation from the 
Girard Family Collec-
tion of a set of records 
for the Tassajara School 
District, which was 
founded on May 9, 
1883.  The School 
Register and School 
Trustee’s Records cover 
the years 1887-1913 and 
offer a surprising 
amount of information 
on students and 
activities of the era. The 
Tassajara School 
District boundaries were described as “from Chupines 
Creek at the Tularcitos Rancho to within 400 yards of 
the Underwood House, then to the Tularcitos Creek to 
the Carmel River to the eastern boundary of Rancho 
San Francisquito and then east to the summit of the 
Santa Lucia mountains.”  The district boundaries were 
adjusted over the years.  

 Records from July 1890 show a new school 
building was planned in the Cachagua area. At a 
trustee’s meeting, landowner Peter Sorenson offered 
an acre of his property for the new school. The site was 
located “at the mouth of Bear Trap Creek near Cacha-
gua Creek.” Residents pitched in and completed the 
new building at a materials cost of $251.11. When 
classes began on September 19, 1890, teacher Miss 
Belle Hoover was hired at a salary of $60 a month.  

 Over time, a succession of teachers came and 
went from the remote school, their short stay due to 
the Cachagua-Tassajara area’s isolation and lack of 
living arrangements. Teachers had to board with a 
local family and were hired one term at a time, requir-
ing both a Fall and Spring contract renewal. After Miss 
Hoover left, other teachers over time were Hattie 
Warring, who resigned mid-term to be replaced by 

Laura Peterson, then 
Edith Baker, May 
Quinn, Ellen Blackie, 
Grace Gordon, Louise 
Kerns, Mrs. A. Rucker, 
Alice Quilty and Vida 
Hodges. Some teachers 
left for a year or two, 
then returned. By 1901 
the monthly salary was 
raised to $65, and by 
1911 the teacher was 
making a whopping $75 
per month. For un-
known reasons that 
year, despite the pay 
raise, records state, 
“teacher Alice Quilty 
broke her contract and 

didn’t return, so another teacher had to be found.”  The 
trustees scurried to find her replacement, Miss 
Hodges, just a few days before school opened.  

 The school year ran 8-1/2 months, but various 
factors, including the season and the students’ ranch 
work at home, determined the amount of days taught. 
For example, the 1889 Fall term began July 22 and was 
“to continue for four or five months according to the 
weather.” Generally, the Fall term ran from mid-to late 
July and ended in early December. After a near three-
month break, classes resumed in late February or early 
March, lasting until the end of June.  

 The student population was fairly consistent at 
the schoolhouse in Cachagua, with an average attend-
ance ranging from 8 to 11 pupils. The daily subjects, all 
covered by one teacher, might   (See Tassajara, page 5)
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I hope to see you all on Saturday, April 27 from 4:00 to 6:00 at our ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING. Com e and see w hat ’s been happening at the History Center. Our volunteers have 
worked very hard and we can say that last year was a very successful year. 

Speaking of VOLUNTEERS: “What,” do you wonder, “do our volunteers do?” Here are some job 
descriptions that will help you decide where you could get involved. 

Collections: The Collections Committee oversees the intake, documentation, preparation and 
archival storage of historic documents, printed material such as library reference books and news-
papers, photographs, posters and historic articles and furnishings. They meet Monday afternoons 
from 1:00-3:30 along with our invaluable office assistant, Krissy Huston, who inputs the collec-
tion data into a computer program designed especially for museums. 

Exhibits: The Exhibits Com m ittee o versees the developm ent of displays that depict 
and interpret the rich heritage of the Valley. A Society curator works with subject-matter experts 
and community volunteers to develop a storyline using artifacts, archival materials and photo-
graphs from the Society’s collection and other sources. Curiosity about a topic is the only necessary requirement. Payback is 
having fun with the process and the satisfaction of bringing an idea to life for the community to enjoy. 

Facilities: Just like any home, the History Center periodically must be cleaned inside and out. The area around it must be 
picked up and the windows and walkways cleaned. Typical inside tasks are cleaning the rug, display cabinets, kitchen, and 
toilet areas. Additional workroom tasks are tending to the computer and printers. 

Board: The Board m eets once a m onth on the first W ednesday to m onitor  all the functions of the society, 
make decisions about the operation of the organization, and set direction and policy per recommendations from the various 
committees. 

Fundraising: Since m oney is needed to operate and develop new  exhibits, w e are alw ays looking for  crea-
tive ways to raise money. Our annual Party in the Village! dinner/dance/auction raises a considerable amount. We apply for 
grants for major exhibits. Our honorarium and memorial Tile Project also generates funds for the society. 

Newsletter: Published quarter ly, m em bers w r ite or  recom m end ar ticles. The new sletter  is form atted us-
ing Microsoft Publisher. When it arrives from the printer volunteers ready the 700+ copies for mailing and take it to the 
post office. 

Docents: Docents provide a w arm  w elcom e and a sm ile for  visitors to the History Center . The m useum  is 
open on the weekends: Saturdays from 1:00-4:00 pm and Sundays from 11:00 am to 2:00-pm. 

So, give us a call and let us know how you want to be involved! 

 

A Message from the President, Kim Williams 
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Volunteers in Action 

Docent Coordinator Maxine Callinan (left) provides training for 

Sandy Schachter and Dave Burbidge, our newest docents.  

Maxine would love to have the opportunity to help YOU become 

involved in our docent program. Docents typically work one shift 

a  month when the museum is open. 

Exhibits Committee co-chair Cherie 

Ohlson updates docents at the recent 

docent get-together. From left Brenda 

Lambert, Sue Pius, Sandy Schachter, 

Dave Burbidge, Maxine Callinan (in 

rear), Patty Armstrong, Cherie Ohlson, 

Tom Augustitus. 
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 Carmel Valley Village – the Early Days 

By Jeff Ohlson 

Have you ever imagined how the Village may have looked in days gone by? These two historic aerial photos show 

how the Village looked in the early 1940s. Post WWII development would eventually displace its serene fields of 

hay, orchards, and open spaces with the familiar structures of today. Looking back in time shows us how much 

our landscape has changed while the future holds yet more change in its grip. 

Looking northwest from Robles del Rio, Mrs. Dalton’s walnut orchard (A) is prominently seen east of Robles Road (now Es-

quiline Road) (B). The airfield (C) was just a few years old and Frank DeAmaral’s dairy barn (D) has yet to be become Our 

Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church. Familiar places like the Airway Village, Post Office, Blue Sky Lodge, and White 

Oaks Condos were yet to be constructed. 

The bridge crossing the Carmel River can be seen at the bottom center of the photo – now known as Rosie’s Bridge on Es-

quiline Road. The old water trestle can be seen just west of this bridge – its water was pumped from the old Robles del Rio 

water well adjacent to the bridge up to the Village and Monterey. The bridge was washed away in the 1958 flood event and 

the pumping station is now owned by CalAm. 
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Looking east over the Village’s bygone hay fields – in the distance is Mrs. Dalton’s walnut orchard (A), Rancho Carmelo 

Dude Ranch and the Bucket Tavern (E), Camp Steffani (F), Double H Ranch (G), and other memorable landmarks. Frank 

DeAmaral’s dairy barn (D) can be seen on the left of the photo. To the left of Carmel Valley Road, roads now named Via 

Contenta, El Caminito, and Pilot can be seen. To the right of Carmel Valley Road, Esquiline and Paso Hondo are visible. 

 Carmel Valley Village – the Early Days 



Elizabeth Barratt: Book, California: A History 

Les Girard: Various historical items pertaining to 

Girard family history in the Upper Carmel Valley: 

branding iron, child’s highchair, historic Tularcitos Dis-

trict School Trustees' Records and School Register, cat-

tle and bank registers, and a packet of information and 

photo pertaining to the Old Tularcitos School Reunion 

which took place in 1998 at Robles del Rio Lodge 

Cherie Ohlson: Business card from Gardiner's Resort 

"Cheryl Fournier, General Manager" 

Margaret Nielsen: Envelope containing 2.5' x 2.5" 

black and white photos of various Carmel Valley busi-

ness persons, era = 1950s or 60s 

Randy Randazzo: 21x17 fram ed print of Dennis 

the Menace cartoon by Hank Ketcham, drawn for the 

1990 CV Fiesta : Dennis pictured in front of Rosie’s 

Cracker Barrel saying, “Can we stick around ‘til dark, 

Dad? I wanna see ‘em roll up the sidewalks..” 

Carmel Valley Association via Kim & Christine 
Williams: 9 oral history DVDs: from  Carm el 
Valley Association’s “Carmel Valley Voices” lecture se-
ries featuring interviews with various locals on topics 
pertaining to Carmel Valley 

General Fund: Maxine Callinan, Douglas & Susan Gardner, Christopher Harrold, Trudi Hart, Dick Heuer, Jeff 

& Cherie Ohlson, Nancy Porter, Robert Talbot, Suzanne Taunt, Art & June Taylor, John & Priscilla Walton,  

Warren & Penny Wood, Luis & Joan Zabala 

In Memoriam Andy Case: Maxine Callinan, Sally McIver , Pam  & Shev Aguilar , Reggie & Anne 

Jones, Louetta Langley, Jeff & Cherie Ohlson, Kay O’Neill, Karin Stasser Kauffman, John & Gail Stypula, Lorna 

Sheveland, Jennifer Smith, Billy Pat & Mary Ann Williams, Kim & Christine Williams 

Grants: The Yellow  Brick Road Foundation  

Tiles: Tim othy Condon, Laurr ie Pike  
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Donations: Documents, Photos, Artifacts, Library Materials  (November, December, January)  

Financial Contributions  (November, December, January)  

(Tassajara, from page 1)  seem  m ind-boggling today. School commenced at 
9:00 AM with singing, accompanied by the teacher on a pump organ. Language 
and spelling followed, then a 15-minute recess at 10:45. Arithmetic took up the 
next hour until lunchtime. Classes resumed at 1:00 PM with reading for the 
lower grade pupils, geography and writing, then recess at 2:45.  Reading re-
sumed for the upper grades at 3:00, followed by history, physiology, and civil 
government.  

 On Friday afternoons the schedule often switched to drawing, bookkeep-
ing, and memory selections, such as poetry. Older students helped instruct the 
younger ones. When ninth graders attended school, their extra coursework 
included algebra, geometry and physics. School was over for the day at 4:00 PM 
except for Fridays, when class ended at 3:30. 

 In such a small district, meeting school expenses was a source of con-
stant vigilance. When the district fell short of funds to meet the teacher’s salary, 
the term was cut short. Repairs were sometimes put off due to the costs of 
student vaccinations, extra textbooks or firewood supplies.  

 It wasn’t all hard work, of course. In August 1897, anticipating a number 
of absences, the Trustees declared a two-day vacation.  The nonattendance 
occurred because most of the students went to Salinas to see the circus.  

 Today’s pupils may enjoy a far different school experience than yesteryear’s, but it’s nice to know that 
everyone still enjoys taking occasional time off for fun. And that is a delightful connection with our past.  
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 WEB   carmelvalleyhistoricalsociety.org 

 EMAIL cvhs3@live.com 

 CALL (831) 659-5715 

 WRITE PO Box 1612 

  Carmel Valley, CA 93924-1612 

 VISIT  77 West Carmel Valley Road 

  History Center Hours: 
    Saturdays: 1-4 
    Sundays: 11-2 
  Library: By Appointment 

 
Board of Directors 

 

 Kim Williams  President 
 Gary Tate Vice President 
 Dave Terdy Treasurer 
 Cherie Ohlson Secretary 
 Maxine Callinan Member 
 Ellsworth Gregory Member Emeritus 
 

 
Newsletter Production:  Kim Williams 

  

Upcoming Event 
 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING 
4:00-6:00 pm at the History Center 

 

 

 

Annual Membership 
Meeting 

 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
4-6 pm 

 

 Come hear about what’s been happen-

ing, where the budget stands, what’s coming up 

and much more...like refreshments. 

 We will also be affirming the new class 

of board members. Gary Tate is reenlisting for 

another term. 

  Volunteers to help develop the story of 

the Valley’s roads and transportation system 

from the time of footpaths to today’s pavement 

and how the Valley was transformed through 

the various stages. Contact curator Reggie 

Jones at slaterjones1@comcast.net for more 

information. 

 

We are currently developing an exhibit 

on the geology of Carmel Valley. If this is an 

interest of yours, or if you have interesting 

Carmel Valley rocks or fossils, please contact 

Kim Williams at kiwpapa8@gmail.com. Kim 

and his son Seth, a PhD candidate in geology, 

are working together on this exhibit. 

*  Number of dollars benefitting 

the Society from the 2017 Party 

in the Village!  

*  Thank you for supporting our 

fundraising event. 

3,978 

1.  

2.  


