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Thousands of drivers daily pass the weathered sign 
that swings from a post just past the entrance to 
Carmel Valley Road.  Situated a slight distance beyond 
Carmel Rancho Boulevard, the wooden sign boldly 
announces, “You Are Entering Carmel Valley.” The 
story behind the sign, since refurbished, and how it 
came to be placed in its present location, dates to 1955. 

Apparently residents had been asking for a sign 
indicating just where the area known as Carmel Valley 
actually started. Consequently, a design was drawn up 
and submitted for publication in the May 13, 1955 
Camel Valley News. 
“Artist John S. Wood 
has designed and 
A.M. Soderstrom has 
carved a beautiful 3-
D announcement, 
completely in keeping 
with our Valley 
premise that signs 
should be compli-
mentary to our 
surroundings and in 
no way detrimental,” 
the publisher an-
nounced. 

Paul Jones of the 
Carmel Valley 
Property Owner’s 
Association (now the 
Carmel Valley 
Association) submit-
ted the permit 
application to 
Monterey County to 
place the sign. Apparently all did not proceed smooth-
ly. The hitch, according to Ed DeMars of the County 
Planning Commission, was that it was doubtful the 
sign could be installed on the county right-of-way, 
since only authorized road signs and rural mailboxes 
were allowed there. He was also uncertain the sign 
could be situated on private property either. A new 
zoning ordinance, scheduled to go into effect within 
just a few days, awaited interpretation.  

In response, the Carmel Valley News opined, “Since 
zoning ordinances are made to protect the interests of 
the majority, it’s probably safe to assume that interpre-
tation of the new ordinance will benefit the entire 
Valley.”  

An identical drawing of the proposed sign later 
appeared in a Carmel Valley News annual roundup 
issue. However, the artwork was attributed not to artist 
John S. Wood, but to Bob Davidson “whose hobby was 
carving very handsome redwood signs.” 

At the time, the Carmel Valley Property Owner’s 
Association was working on a blueprint for future 
Valley growth to include zoning ordinances designed to 
protect the area from undesirable development. 
Preliminary surveys and studies for an all-over master 
plan were underway. According to an article in the 

April 25, 1955 Monte-
rey Peninsula Herald, 
groups concerned with 
growth limits agreed 
on many aspects of the 
proposed master plan. 
At variance was the 
issue of minimum lot 
size. The CPVOA, with 
Ed Haber as President 
and Paul Jones as 
Chairman of the 
Master Plan Commit-
tee (also called the 
Carmel Valley Devel-
opment Plan) argued 
for one-acre minimum 
lot sizes, to include the 
lower valley. Carmel 
Martin, representing 
landowners near the 
Valley mouth, with 
realtor Enos Fouratt as 
spokesperson, wanted 
two-and-a-half acre 

minimum lot sizes extending five miles into the Valley 
from the U.S. Highway 1 gateway.   

When it went up, the sign by the side of Carmel Valley 
Road took on implications of these initial disagree-
ments. According to the July 1, 1955 Carmel Valley 
News, the sign was to be erected within the week on 
property belonging to George Dollar, its location “just 
as you drive into the Valley from Coast Highway at 
Hatton Fields.” The Planning Commission gave its 
blessing to the site, pointing out that such directional 
signs must be placed on private property rather than 
on the county roadside. In a separate issue, the News 
noted, the sign “was erected by Paul (See Sign, page 4) 

Sign of the Times 
By Elizabeth Barratt, CVHS Historian 



 

On November 4th we had a wonderful time at our annual fundraiser, The Party in the 
Village! with well over 200 people attending. The dinner by Jerome’s Catering was deli-
cious, Old Adobe Road and Mike Beck and the Bohemian Saints provided great music 
for listening and dancing. While we don’t know how much was raised just yet, we do 
know that the silent auction brought in over $3,500. A huge thank-you goes to all the 
volunteers from CVHS and CVVIC who made this night a great success. And a ginor-
mous thank-you to our sponsors and donors (listed below). When you visit them, thank 
them for their generous support. 

Be sure to join us for our annual Christmas party on December 2 at 3-5. Plan to enjoy 
some great food, wine and fellowship. Bring an hors d'oeuvre or finger-food dessert if 
you can. Then at 5, plan to join the community for the carol sing and Christmas tree 
lighting in the park.  

You all know that as an all volunteer organization we depend on the generosity of our 
members and friends for the funds needed to keep the organization afloat and the mu-
seum open. Please consider making an end-of-the-year donation to CVHS. You can 
send in a check, or go tocarmelvalleyhistoricalsociety.org to make a donation by credit 
card. Thanks! Carmel Valley folks rock! 

 

A Message from the President, Kim Williams 
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Volunteers in Action 

The Collections Committee  meets every Monday afternoon to sort, 
describe, prepare for storage, and catalog the many documents, books 
and artifacts we have in our collection. (from left; Dick Barratt, Eliza-
beth Barratt, Maxine Callinan, and Krissy Huston)  

SPONSORS 
Hidden Valley Music Seminars 
Kathy's Little Kitchen 
Los Laureles Lodge 
 
DONORS 
Animal Hospital at Mid Valley 
Baja Cantina 
Barry R. Harrow, Attorney At Law 
Bernardus Winery 
Busick’s Custom Woodworking 
Carmel Valley Association 
Carmel Valley Brewing 
Carmel Valley Computer and Phone Repair 
Carmel Valley Olive Company 

Chesebro Wines 
Cowgirl Winery 
Ellsworth Gregory Piano Services 
Folktale Winery 
Georis Winery 
Holman Ranch 
I. Brand & Family 
Jeff & Cherie Ohlson 
Joullian Vineyards 
Joyce Vineyards 
Les & Pinkie Terry 
Los Laureles Lodge Restaurant 
Maxine Callinan 
Mercy Vineyards 
Mission Ranch Restaurant 

P.S.T.S. Inc. 
Pacific Repertory Theater 
Parsonage Winery 
Quail & Olive 
Quail Lodge and Golf Club 
Rombi Estate Wines 
Running Iron Restaurant & Saloon 
Skin-O-vation 
Tarque & Diana Barakzoy 
Taste of Monterey 
The Gem & I (Doris Senger) 
Venice in the Valley 
Windy Oaks Tasting Room 
Yellow Brick Road Benefit Shop 
 

Master tile worker, David Fairhurst, works 

installing the latest batch of recognition 

tiles. Thank you, David, for your expert 

workmanship. 



 DECEMBER 2017 CARMEL VALLEY HISTORIAN Page 3 

In the early days of the 20th Century, the sights, 
sounds, and smells of horse-drawn wagons on Carmel 
Valley Road were commonplace.  Today, the sight and 
sound of Pete Azevedo’s Happy Trails Wagon Tours 
wagon pulled by a big green John Deere tractor is a 
sight that revisits those by-
gone days of Carmel Valley. 

At first, however, the wagon 
wasn’t originally pulled by a 
tractor but by a closely 
matched set of Percheron 
draft horses pictured in the 
photo above.  Yup, the ones 
that weigh 2,400# each, stand 
18 hands high (6 feet) at the 
wither, have feet the size of 
dinner plates, and eat tons of 
hay and grain!  If you didn’t 
know the horses well, you could not tell them apart. 

Before Pete and his wife Gayle Ward acquired their 
two handsome draft horses, Bill & Bob, they were 
2,000 miles east pulling antique fire trucks in Iowa 
parades.  After purchasing them in early 2010, they 
were boarded at Holman Ranch due to its proximity to 
the Village.  Pete then spent a few weeks practicing 
with the harnesses and training the team to pull the 
wagon.  To assure that the team would safely be oper-
ated in the Village, they set up “distractions” with cars, 
people, and dogs. 

In March 2010 they began pulling wagonloads of peo-
ple around the Village.  This proved to be a hit with 
most, but some drivers in a hurry became impatient 
behind a slow-moving wagon and some didn’t like the 
sights and smells of horse manure and urine around 
the Village, even though Pete carried a scooper bag 

and soapy water to clean Bill & Bob’s horsey deposits. 

The draft horse operation, however, didn’t go as 
planned.  Bill & Bob spooked, bolted, and ran a couple 
times despite Pete’s efforts to rein them in.  After 
these incidents, it was clear that the brief horse-
powered era had to end, and the tractor transport era 
began in the summer of 2010.  Bill & Bob eventually 
were sold and ended up in a peaceful pasture in Hol-
lister, California.  Bill succumbed to colic in 2016 and 
Bob continues to enjoy a peaceful pasture life. 

The first tractor used to pull the wagon was a 1950s 
International Harvester Farmall H. In 2010 it was 
replaced by a WWII-era Ford-Ferguson tractor that 
saw use until 2016 when the current green-colored 
1951 John Deere Model G took over the job. 

Born in Bakersfield and raised in Riverdale, Califor-
nia, a small town near 
Fresno, Pete had varied 
life experiences before 
settling in Carmel Valley.  
He was stationed at 
Goose Bay Air Base in 
Labrador while in the 
U.S Air Force, worked in 
the mountains with mule 
excursions, worked as a 
certified ski instructor 
and lumberjack, then 
worked in Long Beach as 

a Cessna airplane salesman and pilot.  Relocating to 
Carmel Valley in 1973, he also has worked for sever-
al cattle ranches in the area.  Now a cancer survi-
vor, Pete is having loads of fun with his tour wagon 
business. 

The Wagoneer of Carmel Valley Village 
By Jeff Ohlson 
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(Sign from page 1)  Jones and dedicated as a 
protest against lots of less than one acre encroaching 
further into the Valley.” 

It would be another six years before the Board of 
Supervisors adopted the original Carmel Valley Master 
Plan, designed to serve as a long-term protective 
measure for the unincorporated valley. Minimum lot 
sizes were set at one acre, tract subdivisions were 
disallowed, limits were set on commercial develop-
ment, with no plans for super highway style roads.  

Claims for the road sign’s existence and location have 
varied over time, with some individuals maintaining it 
was placed where it was to prove beyond a doubt where 
the entrance to Carmel Valley began. Adding to the 
mystery of who the real sign maker was (first attributed 
to John S. Wood and A.M. Soderstrom, later to Bob 
Davidson), an article in the Professor Toro column of 
the January 11, 2003 Monterey County Herald noted, 
“Marian Weygers figures the old sign at the mouth of 
Carmel Valley is probably hers. After all, it was her 
husband, wood engraver Alexander Weygers, who made 

the sign 40 years ago…she and her husband, who died 
in 1989, had lived in the valley since the mid-1940s and 
had been hosts to hundreds of students of woodwork 
and sculpture.” 

Professor Toro further noted that the sign at the 
entrance to Carmel Valley Road was perhaps the most 
widely seen of Weyger’s work. That is, if the landmark 
sign was truly a Weygers work.  

Perhaps the question of who carved the Carmel Valley 
sign will remain one of history’s little mysteries. Just 
giving the Valley a permanent name was no easy task, 
long ago. According to Don Clark in his volume, 
Monterey County Place Names, “ ‘The mouth of the 
valley was known at one time as Martins Valley after 
the owners William and Agnes Martin. [Then] In the 
February 3, 1853 minutes of a meeting of the Monterey 
Board of Supervisors, the valley is called ‘San Carlos 
Valley.’ ”  

At least by February 14, 1854, matters were moving in 
the right direction. By then, according to Clark, the area 
was being referred to as “the valley of Carmelo.“ 



Chris Allaire: Numerous issues of “Carmel Valley 
Magazine.” 
John Blatnik: Various item s pertaining to 
Jamesburg Earth Station, including commemorative 
plaques, mug, photos, COMSAT newsletters and news-
paper articles. 
Carole Ehrhardt: 1 20-panel (swing type) wall dis-
play, originally used at Douglas Camp for Girls & Boys. 
John & Barbara Greenway: Article w ritten by 
Rosemary Matson “Remembering Cesar Chavez”, which 
relates to the 9 months that he lived in Carmel Valley. 
Dennis Hodgin: Various binders, docum ents 
and architectural renderings of CV Vintage Airfield and 
previously planned improvements. 
Brenda Lambert-Mellinger: Original copy of Cal
-Fire Soberanes Fire burn map dated September 3rd, 
2016. 
Diane McKenzie: 2 copies of Carmel Valley Vin-
tage Airfield postcard featuring a vintage plane flying 

over the Village and various copies of "Carmel Valley 
News" .  
Heidi Peterson: Box of var ious rock & m ineral 
samples found in Carmel Valley by Fawn Remington, 
while with Marvin Pylate. 
Kim & Christine Williams: A series of articles 
"Fragments Under Glass" featured in "Carmel's Own 
Freedom of Speech" by former Carmel Valley resident, 
Rebecca Salomons Siegel. The series named was even-
tually published in book form and chronicles Rebecca's 
life from her childhood in Holland (a schoolmate of 
Ann Frank's) and her time in Nazi concentrations 
camps to her eventual residency in Carmel Valley; Cas-
sette tape:  "Carmel Valley Centennial Song" by Ste-
phen Tosh (featuring the vocals of the late John Prejean 
and Vicki Scardina). 
Yellow Brick Road Benefit Shop: "The Valley 
Cooks" the 1980 CV Women's Club cookbook. 

General Fund: Maxine Callinan, Donna Law son, Ruth Hardisty, Peter  Neum eier  

Grants: The Community Foundation for Monterey–The Malcolm and Joanne Millard Fund 

The Yellow Brick Road Foundation 

Commemorative Tiles: Kenneth Cooper , Jerry Gates, The Robles del Rio Lower Circle Community  
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Donations: Documents, Photos, Artifacts, Library Materials  (August, September, October)  

Financial Contributions  (August, September, October)  

 

 

Choose a membership level. Then clip or photo-

copy and mail with your check to:  

CARMEL VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PO Box 1612, Carmel Valley, CA 93924 

Name(s):   

Mailing Address:   

  

Physical Address:   

(If different than mailing address)    

Phone(s):   

Email(s):   

(Your information will only be used for CVHS business and news.) 

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 

Individual Family 

 $40  $60 

 $60  $80 

 $80  $100 

 $100  $250 

 $200  $500 

 Other   Other  

 $20 Student  

 
Newsletter by Email? 

If you would prefer receiv-
ing your newsletter via 
email, please drop us a 
line at cvhspresident@ 

gmail.com. 

In Memoriam—Andy Case 
September 12, 1966—October 22, 2017  

 

We offer our condolences to the family and friends of Andy Case, who died unexpect-
edly in October. Andy joined the CVHS Board in 2016 and served as the Chairman of 
the Exhibits Committee where his expertise in exhibit design was a perfect fit. He 
owned an international museum and aquarium exhibit consulting business and had 
worked for the Monterey Bay Aquarium. Andy was also a dedicated volunteer at  
Tularcitos School. Andy is survived by his wife Mikuyo, son Taiki, and parents  
Tom and Lynn Case of Reno, Nevada. 
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CARMEL VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PO BOX 1612 

CARMEL VALLEY, CA 93924-1612 

Carmel Valley Historical Society 
 

 WEB   carmelvalleyhistoricalsociety.org 

 EMAIL cvhs3@live.com 

 CALL (831) 659-5715 

 WRITE PO Box 1612 

  Carmel Valley, CA 93924-1612 

 VISIT  77 West Carmel Valley Road 

  History Center Hours: 
    Saturdays: 1-4 
    Sundays: 11-2 
  Library: By Appointment 

 
Board of Directors 

 
 Kim Williams  President 
 Gary Tate Vice President 
 Dave Terdy Treasurer 
 Cherie Ohlson Secretary 
 Maxine Callinan Member 
 Ellsworth Gregory Member Emeritus 
 Sharon Waller Clerk Pro tem 

Upcoming Events 
 
Saturday, December 2, 2017 

CVHS’s 2017  
Christmas Party 

3-5 pm at the History Center 
 

Holiday Schedule 
We will be closed Christmas & New Years week-

ends. But if you have visiting family members dur-

ing the holidays who would like to visit the CVHC, 

you can arrange a special visit by calling Maxine 

Callinan at 659-4925 or Cherie Ohlson 659-2986. 

You are cordially invited to our annual  

Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 2, 2017, from 3:00 to 5:00 

at the CV History Center, 77 W. Carmel Valley Road. 

Come visit with old friends, meet some new friends, 

greet your Board Members, and see our newest exhibits. 

If you can, please plan to bring a finger-food hors d'oeuvre  

or dessert, or a bottle of white wine. 

Call the History Center (659-5715)  for more information. 

  Looking for great gift ideas?  

 Dedicate recognition tiles to friends or family members. 

 Make a donation to the Historical Society in someone's honor. 

 Buy a set of Carmel Valley History Books. 


