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White Oaks TheaterðA First for Carmel Valley 
By Elizabeth Barratt, CVHS Historian 

 
On July 2, 1959 the White Oaks Summer Theater opened with its 
first production, a musical revue called ñShowcase 1.ò The 
playhouse space was a renovated redwood barn that once sat at 
the eastern end of White Oak Plaza behind the former post office. 
At the time, the White Oaks Theater was considered the only 
summer stock theater on the West Coast. Following opening 
night, repertory play production got off on to a crowd-pleasing 
season with ñGirl Crazy,ò ñLute Song,ò ñGentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,ò ñBorn Yesterdayò and ñThe Seven-Year Itch.ò Perfor-
mances in the rustic, 135-seat auditorium ran Thursdays through 
Sundays. On Tuesdays and Wednesdays, vaudeville, musical 
revues and melodramas were staged. 
 
Success for the innovative theater went to its founder, benefactor 
and president, Sally Hughes Church (1931-1995), daughter of 
Salinas Valley business and civic leader Bruce Church. After 
graduating in 1954 from the University of California, Berkeley, 
with majors in History and Political Science, she headed to San 
Francisco State University to study Theatre Arts. She soon 
envisioned a venue that would fill in the gap between actorsô 
training and future employment in the professional theater, 
especially musical theater, with its combination of drama, dance 
and music. From San Francisco she went on to produce, direct 
and support theater groups in the Los Angeles area, and later in 
Honolulu. 
 
In 1958, when planning the organization of the White Oaks 
Summer Theater, Sally focused on attracting young people to the 
stage, intending to train them in acting, singing and show 
production. She joined with two friends: dance director Gale  
                                                                   (See White Oaks, page 4) 
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Public Parks & Open Space of Carmel Valley  - The Inside Story 
Gary Tate to speak at the Annual Membership MeetingðSaturday, March 12, 2016 

 

Garland Ranch Regional Park was established in December 1975 with the bargain-sale purchase of 
540 acres from William Garland, Jr. 

Gary Tate, current member of the CV History Society Board and retired General Manager (1973ï1998) 
of the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District, will discuss the early controversial history of the 
Garland park acquisition. Over time, a half-dozen parcels (ranches) owned by local families, have been 
added to the Park to increase the present day 
size to 3436 acres. Future expansion to the 925 
acre San Clement dam site, owned by Cal Am, 
will be discussed. 

Gary will also explain the interesting chain of 
events that lead to the acquisition of the Carmel 
Valley Community Park and the formation of 
the local CV Recreation and Park District. 

Come join us to hear the ñinside storyò of how 
these ñJewels of the Valleyò came about -- 
shared by the person that had the privilege of 
being at the right place and the right time. 



At the Annual Membership Meeting on March 12, members will have the opportunity to ratify 

the slate of candidates for the Board of Directors for 2016-2017. This yearôs nominees are 

Maxine Callinan, Andy Case, Julie Cason, Doug Steiny and Kim Williams. They 

will be joining continuing board members Cherie Ohlson, Gary Tate and Dave Terdy. 

A hearty thanks to Jeff Ohlson, Dianne Woods, Donna Zahn, who are retiring from the board 

but will continue their work with various committees. 

Speaking of committees, many of our volunteers are doing double duty. We would love to add 

some more members to our team: sorting and cataloging newspaper clippings, mailing thank-

you notes, preparing the newsletter for mailing, maintaining the outside of the building, welcoming visitors, dusting 

and cleaning the glass display units. 

Let us know when you are available and weôll find a job for you. 

A Message from the President, Kim Williams 
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Volunteer Activities 
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