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White Oaks Theater—A First for Carmel Valley 
By Elizabeth Barratt, CVHS Historian 

 
On July 2, 1959 the White Oaks Summer Theater opened with its 
first production, a musical revue called “Showcase 1.” The 
playhouse space was a renovated redwood barn that once sat at 
the eastern end of White Oak Plaza behind the former post office. 
At the time, the White Oaks Theater was considered the only 
summer stock theater on the West Coast. Following opening 
night, repertory play production got off on to a crowd-pleasing 
season with “Girl Crazy,” “Lute Song,” “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” “Born Yesterday” and “The Seven-Year Itch.” Perfor-
mances in the rustic, 135-seat auditorium ran Thursdays through 
Sundays. On Tuesdays and Wednesdays, vaudeville, musical 
revues and melodramas were staged. 
 
Success for the innovative theater went to its founder, benefactor 
and president, Sally Hughes Church (1931-1995), daughter of 
Salinas Valley business and civic leader Bruce Church. After 
graduating in 1954 from the University of California, Berkeley, 
with majors in History and Political Science, she headed to San 
Francisco State University to study Theatre Arts. She soon 
envisioned a venue that would fill in the gap between actors’ 
training and future employment in the professional theater, 
especially musical theater, with its combination of drama, dance 
and music. From San Francisco she went on to produce, direct 
and support theater groups in the Los Angeles area, and later in 
Honolulu. 
 
In 1958, when planning the organization of the White Oaks 
Summer Theater, Sally focused on attracting young people to the 
stage, intending to train them in acting, singing and show 
production. She joined with two friends: dance director Gale  
                                                                   (See White Oaks, page 4) 
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Public Parks & Open Space of Carmel Valley  - The Inside Story 
Gary Tate to speak at the Annual Membership Meeting—Saturday, March 12, 2016 

 

Garland Ranch Regional Park was established in December 1975 with the bargain-sale purchase of 
540 acres from William Garland, Jr. 

Gary Tate, current member of the CV History Society Board and retired General Manager (1973–1998) 
of the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District, will discuss the early controversial history of the 
Garland park acquisition. Over time, a half-dozen parcels (ranches) owned by local families, have been 
added to the Park to increase the present day 
size to 3436 acres. Future expansion to the 925 
acre San Clement dam site, owned by Cal Am, 
will be discussed. 

Gary will also explain the interesting chain of 
events that lead to the acquisition of the Carmel 
Valley Community Park and the formation of 
the local CV Recreation and Park District. 

Come join us to hear the “inside story” of how 
these “Jewels of the Valley” came about -- 
shared by the person that had the privilege of 
being at the right place and the right time. 



At the Annual Membership Meeting on March 12, members will have the opportunity to ratify 

the slate of candidates for the Board of Directors for 2016-2017. This year’s nominees are 

Maxine Callinan, Andy Case, Julie Cason, Doug Steiny and Kim Williams. They 

will be joining continuing board members Cherie Ohlson, Gary Tate and Dave Terdy. 

A hearty thanks to Jeff Ohlson, Dianne Woods, Donna Zahn, who are retiring from the board 

but will continue their work with various committees. 

Speaking of committees, many of our volunteers are doing double duty. We would love to add 

some more members to our team: sorting and cataloging newspaper clippings, mailing thank-

you notes, preparing the newsletter for mailing, maintaining the outside of the building, welcoming visitors, dusting 

and cleaning the glass display units. 

Let us know when you are available and we’ll find a job for you. 

A Message from the President, Kim Williams 
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Volunteer Activities 

Docent Connie Streett, 

explains the history of 

the cigar store Indian 

that for many years  

welcomed shoppers to 

the Carmel Valley    

Market. 

 

Connie’s last day on the 

job was in December 

due to her move out of 

Carmel Valley. 

 

If you are interested in 

becoming a docent, 

serving one four-hour 

shift a month, please 

contact Maxine Callinan 

at 659-4925. 

Andy Case installs the new banner sign under the Rancho 

San Carlos photo/painting. Andy, a 20-year Valley resident 

and professional exhibit designer, recently volunteered to be 

the chairman of our Exhibits Committee. Welcome! 

The PARTY IN THE VILLAGE! steering committee 

has already started making plans for the 5th annual 

event coming up on October 29. Pictured from left are 

Karolyn Stone, Matt Shea, Kim Williams and Marj 

Ingram. With her back to camera is Pinkie Terry. 

Photos by Jeff Ohlson 
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Rarely do you find a man who has greater love and pas-
sion for his life’s work than Bob Mattson. Carmel Valley 
residents and non-residents alike have come to depend on 
Bob for making, buying, 
selling, or repairing sad-
dles and other tack – or 
just to ask for his advice 
and historical knowledge 
on vintage western arti-
facts.  

As with all master sad-
dlers, tools of the trade 
are an important part of 
the business. This photo 
pictures Bob in front of 
his leather sewing ma-
chine.  

This is not your average 
sewing machine, howev-
er. It is a vintage Singer 
Class 97 especially de-
signed for heavy leather 
and harness work such as 
the stitching of parachute 
harnesses. Coincidentally, 
Bob and his sewing ma-
chine share the same birth date: 1943. This sewing ma-
chine was made by Singer in 1943 and eventually was used 
in a parachute jump school in Coeur D’Alene, Idaho for 

sewing parachute harnesses. It has adjustments for 6, 8, 
or 10 stitches per inch, stitch length, and thread tension-
ing. It sits on a sturdy stand and is operated by an electric 

motor.  

Due to its heavy weight it 
took several strong men 
and a dolly to get it situat-
ed in his Farm Center 
shop where it has been in 
place since 1992.  

After growing up and go-
ing to schools in St. Louis, 
Missouri, Bob worked at 
various jobs. After tutor-
ing under a Spokane, 
Washington master sad-
dle maker he opened his 
own saddlery shop in 
Turner Bay, Idaho in the 
early 1970’s. An economic 
downturn saw him mov-
ing to Fairbanks, Alaska 
in 1980 where he says he 
was “the most northerly 
saddler in the world.”  

He moved his business to 
Salinas, California in 1985 and then to the old Farm Cen-
ter at Mid Valley in 1992 where he has been serving the 
greater community ever since.  

Carmel Valley’s Bob Mattson - Master Saddle Maker 
By Jeff Ohlson 

Come to the 

Carmel Valley Historical Society’s 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Saturday, March 12, 2016   4:00-6:00 PM 

Including a special presentation  by Gary Tate: 

Public Parks & Open Space of Carmel Valley  - The Inside Story 

Come and visit with old friends, meet some new ones and enjoy some refreshments.  

 

The Real Dirt on Carmel Valley Geology 
By Donna Zahn 

This upcoming exhibit will show Carmel Valley, its rocks, fossils and watershed, 
as never before.  

You will be surprised - even if you have lived here since the Pleistocene! 

Join us as we create this exhibit in the next few months. How to help? 

 Share interesting rocks or fossils you may have from Carmel Valley. Your 
specimen may add to the story of Carmel Valley’s complex geology. 

 The Carmel River is 36 miles long. We are setting a goal of $3,600.00 for the 
exhibit. You may donate any amount toward the exhibit. Just mark the do-
nation “Geology Exhibit”. 

Photo by Donna Zahn 



(White Oaks, from page 1)  
Peterson and former sorority sister Barbara Cook (later Fay) 
to lay the foundations of her Carmel Valley enterprise. 
Future financial backing for the theater was expected to 
come from box office receipts, program advertisements, 
dance and acting classes, public contributions and 
from Sally Church herself. 
 
By July 1960 the non-profit operation hired a manager, 
Hal Ulrici, who was Chairman of the Hartnell College Fine 
Arts Program. The theater’s resident company held a core 
of eight actors from the San Francisco and Los Angeles 
areas. Monterey County performers were soon added to 
staff and production roles. 
 
Tragically, just as the final show of the 1960 season 
opened, Sally was hit with multiple sclerosis and entered 
the hospital. During this period, when many wondered 
whether the drama enterprise would survive, friends 
pitched in and kept the theater going. In time, although 
partially paralyzed, she recovered sufficiently to return to 
work. 
 
Radio, television and recording star Margaret Whiting 
highlighted the 1961 summer season, which opened with a 
lecture by Pulitzer Prize-winning author and playwright 
Martin Flavin. A winter season was added, with perfor-
mances offered on Fridays and Saturdays. As the theater’s 
popularity grew, Saturday afternoon children’s plays such 
as “Rumpelstiltskin” and Sunday afternoon musical 
concerts were presented. Summers, picnic-bearing 
patrons were encouraged to dine alfresco before the show, 
later joining the actors post-performance for coffee in the 
lobby. 
 
White Oaks Theater’s success enabled plans to construct a 
new, modern $100,000 non-profit theatrical school. By 
March 1964 work began on the 7.4-acre dramatic arts 
campus, located at 104 West Carmel Valley Road. The 
modern, state-of-the-art theater space was designed for 
maximum versatility. With no precise stage area, plat-
forms and seating were designed to move around on 
casters, adding flexibility to the staging. Additional plans  

 
included a drama school and two dormitories to house 
about 50 students. 
 
The company moved into its new space in September 
1964, with New York director Tom Gruenewald signed on 
as managing director. Formal dedication of the new White 
Oaks Theater was held on July 3, 1965, only six years from 
its aspiring start in a country barn. Actor Meredith Wilson 
of “The Music Man” fame opened the evening. 
 
The regional theater laboratory was to bring the dream of 
an acting career even closer for artists who came to train 
and perform. Besides experimental theater, the center 
provided lectures, concerts, teenage workshops, and 
classes in ballet, contemporary dance, creative dramatics, 
and fencing. Classes at the new facility were financed on a 
tuition basis, bolstered by pledges from grants, and by 
Sally Church. Theater productions included eclectic works 
by international playwrights, plus contemporary plays and 
musicals. 
 
Outreach expanded in 1966 when the theater signed a 
contract for 60 shows in the Merced County School 
District. Plans called for students to view the play, and 
then meet to dialogue with the actors and directors. By 
1967-68, the theater company was performing at schools 
in 23 California counties, sometimes playing to children 
who had never seen a live performance. 
 
Sadly, after a near-decade of ongoing achievement, Sally 
Church’s illness consumed her time and funds, making it 
too difficult to continue theater operations. In 1969 the 
playhouse went dark, its resident company dispersed. 
 
After sitting empty for three years, the innovative acting 
space was brought back to life. In 1972 Hidden Valley 
Music Seminars, under the leadership of Peter Meckel, 
leased the property that would ultimately become the 
training center’s permanent home. After 52 years, the 
showpiece campus that began as Sally Church’s vision for 
a performance center continues to play a vital arts role in 
Carmel Valley. 
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Scouting for History 
 

A new spotlight exhibit has been 

created by Carmel Valley Cub 

Scout Pack 127, orchestrated by 

Den Leader Aga Simpson and 

with support by the Historical 

Society. 

The display features images that 

compare vintage local landmarks 

with current views and text writ-

ten by the Cub Scouts them-

selves.  The display will be up 

through the Spring. 

Get your copy  

at the History Center 

for just $22.00. 



Financial Contributions 
General Fund: Maxine Callinan * Edw ard & Peggy Dickson * Steve & Leslie Dorrance * Dick Heuer  * 
David Hitchcock * Frank & Barbara Keith * Dean Nordquist * Skip Marquard * Jeff & Cherie Ohlson * Val Pakis * Ken-
nety & Margaret Popovich * Melvin & Joy Pritchard * Mike Taylor * Lane & Judy Verlinden * Kim & Christine Wil-
liams * Warren & Penny Wood * Gary & Sharon Waller * Luis & Joan Zabala *  
Grants: Carm el Valley K iw anis Foundation  
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Donations: Documents, Photos, Artifacts, Library Materials 
Elizabeth Barratt: 6 cookbooks about Old California and Mexican cooking  

Hacienda Carmel - Robert Hedberg and Jeanne & Mark Mileti: 4 m ounted aer ial photos from  the ear-
ly- to mid-1950s: #1- 40" x 30" black & white aerial photo looking out the valley from above Highway 1 depicting the 
beginning development of Carmel Middle School, Hacienda Carmel, Carmel Knolls and Rancho Rio Vista; #2- 30" x 
60" black & white aerial photo looking over the early development of Carmel Hills, Carmel Knolls and Rancho Rio 
Vista; #3- 60" x 30" black & white aerial photo looking over the early development of Country Club, Rancho, Boronda, 
and Garzas Roads areas ; #4- 60" x 36" sepia-toned aerial photo looking over the early development of the Tierra 
Grande area 

Steve Hinck: Button and r ibbon from  Earth Station "Via Satellite - Jamesburg, CA", Map of Comsat Satellite 
System, Playbill from the White Oaks Summer Theater 1960 production "Annie, Get your Gun!"  

Jeff Ohlson: Photo of Rosie at his cash register , taken by Jeff Ohlson in 1972  

Iris Litt: Book: “A Year in Baghdad” signed by authors Albert V. & Joan Baez, Sr., and illustrator Joan Baez, Jr.  
(illustrated by Joan Baez when she was 10 years old) 

Laurie Petkus: Photos of Rancho Carm elo (J.D. Mathiot Ranch)- 2 interior, 1 entry sign 

Randy Randazzo: Var ious docum ents regarding CVCYC bingo, sw im m ing pool, etc.  

Found in Collection: Em broidered patch: Carm el Valley Fire Protection Distr ict  

Margaret Nielsen: Collection of histor ical photographs and m emorabilia pertaining photographer  
George T.C. Smith and the Carmel Valley area (181 photos & 13 personal papers) 

Patrick Regan (Regan Biological & Horticultural Consulting): 36 Native Plants (for  our  upcoming    
Native Plant Garden!) 

Welcome New Members 
Larry & Harriet Busic, Bud & Vickie Johnson, Frank & Barbara Keith, Robert & Katherine Nielson, 

Dean Norquist, Kim Pisor, Jan & Val Anthony Pakis, Mel & Joy Pritchard, Marilyn Rose, 
Henry & Philomeue Smith, Michael Taylor, Robert Wagstaff & Cynthia Fellows, Judy Zurlinden 

 

Share your Historian with a neighbor, and invite them to join! 

THANK YOU TO ALL FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT! 

March: Celebrating Women’s History Month  
Women played key roles on the ranches and farms of a growing Carmel 
Valley. Like many before them, women such as Sally Swanson and Betty 
Wilson are still playing their roles well.  

Their combined memories paint by-gone pictures of their early days of 
ranching while working side-by-side with the men, raising their families, 
and contributing to a growing community. Their strength, courage, and 
enduring sense of humor through life’s many challenges were the main-
stays of these ranching families – qualities that continue to this day.  

As part of its mission to preserve and recognize this rich heritage, CVHS 
recently interviewed Valley residents and longtime friends Sally Swanson 
and Betty Wilson in Cachagua at Swanson’s Whiffletree Ranch.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History Center Celebrates 
2nd Anniversary 

 
Since its Grand Opening in December 
2013 , over 3,000 visitors have enjoyed the 
History Center’s exhibits, attended a meet-
ing or an event, or perused its library. 
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Carmel Valley Historical Society 

 

 WEB    carmelvalleyhistoricalsociety.org 

 EMAIL cvhs3@live.net 

 CALL (831) 659.5715 

 WRITE PO Box 1612 

  Carmel Valley, CA 93924-1612 

 VISIT  77 West Carmel Valley Road 

  History Center Hours: 
     Fridays and Saturdays: 2:00-4:00 
  Library: By Appointment 

 
Board of Directors 

 
 Kim Williams  President 
 Gary Tate Vice President 
 Dave Terdy Treasurer 
 Jeff Ohlson Secretary 
 Cherie Ohlson  
 Dianne Woods  
 Donna Zahn 
 Ellsworth Gregory Board Member Emeritus 

Saturday, March 12, 2016 
Membership Meeting 
Gary Tate speaks on the beginnings 
of Garland Ranch Regional Park 
4-6 pm at the History Center 
 
Saturday, October 29, 2016 
PARTY IN THE VILLAGE! 
7-11 pm at Hidden Valley 

Upcoming Events 

What? “McDonalds Coming Soon?”  
By Jeff Ohlson 

Patterned after the famous McDonald’s logo, this sign was made 
in 1991 by a couple of concerned Valley residents to “shock”  
locals into thinking about what type of unwanted businesses 
might come to occupy the vacated Bank of America building in 
the Village – now the home of Bernardus Winery. 

 

This sign was covertly hung on the building while it was being 
leased by the Historical Society. It was quickly taken down by the 
Society and quietly hidden away for many years. It’s now dis-
played in the enclosure behind the History Center, along with 
other historic Carmel Valley signs. 

As can be seen, art can be one way to silently awaken a commu-
nity’s conscience. 

Taki Case checks 

out the CVHS dis-

play at the Monte-

rey Regional Air-

port. “Rusticating 

in Carmel Valley” 

will be on display 

through 2016. 

 

Photo by Andy Case 


