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Patrons of the midcentury adobe brick building that houses 
the Carmel Valley Library step into a unique structure that 
actually began as a home. Locally, conducting library 
services from a home dates back over a century, when 
Carmel Valleyôs first library operated in Jamesburg out of the 
James/Lambert home. A portion of the home became a 
branch of the Monterey County Free Libraries, founded by 
County Librarian Anne Hadden on September 1, 1913. 
Additional space on the premises served as the areaôs post 
office. 

The first custodian of the local branch library, Eleanor 
(Nellie) James Chew, was also the postmistress. She was the 
daughter of early settlers Mr. and Mrs. John James and was 
married to Constantine Marcus Chew, after whom Chewôs 
Ridge is named. 

By December 1938, renamed the Carmelo Branch Library 
(after ñCarmelo,ò an old popular name for Carmel Valley), 

the library was moved and reestablished at another resi-
dence, the home of Mrs. George Koch. She served as library 
custodian until November 1, 1947. Mrs. Lillie Clinton took 
over as custodian until May 1, 1948, when she left the area. 
An item in the February 21, 1948 Carmel Valley News stated, 
ñThe library has been located up Hitchcock Canyon, the lady 
who has been the County branch librarian is moving and the 
job is open.ò 

Postman Roderick Eckert became the next library custodian, 
a position he held from May 1, 1948 until January 1, 1951. At 
the time the book collection numbered about 300 volumes. 

In the meantime, the library collection was stored in a 
temporary location known as the Box Stall. On January 28, 
1949, books and furniture were installed in local Realtor 
Irene Baldwinôs office building. The new space held her real 
estate office, the post office and the library. At this time the 
libraryôs name was also changed, from   (See Library, page 4) 

N THIS ISSUE: 
Early Years at Carmel Valleyôs Library  .......... 1 

Message from the President  ......................... 2 

Annual Christmas Party: December 5th ......... 2 

Volunteer Activities  ....................................... 2 

The BucketðA Last Cowboy Tavern ............. 3 

 

Donations and Contributions .......................... 5 

Cub Scouts Visit the History Center ............... 5 

Upcoming Events & Holiday Schedule ........... 6 

Joan Baez: Carmel Valley & Beyond  ............. 6 

News & History at Your Fingertips  ................. 6 

 

  /ŀǊƳŜƭ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ср ² /ŀǊƳŜƭ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ wƻŀŘ         tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ 5ƛŎƪ .ŀǊǊŜǧ 

Early Years at Carmel Valleyôs Library 
By Elizabeth Barratt, CVHS Historian 



Itôs not too early to think about the end of 2015 and the beginning of 2016. With the new year 
comes time for New Yearôs Resolutions. It is my hope that each of you will resolve to support the 
Carmel Valley Historical Society through your membership.  

Each quarter we mail over 300 copies of this newsletter to potential members- people who are 
interested in Carmel Valley history, as well as over 200 newsletters to our membership. Wouldnôt   
it be fantastic if we could double our membership! Enclosed with this edition of the Historian is a 
membership envelope. 

I also would like to encourage you to send in a yearôs end gift to the History Society.  All member-
ships and donations are tax deductible. 

Coming up in just a few days we will be gathering for our annual Christmas Party at the History 
Center. I, and the rest of the Board, are hoping to see you there. 
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Volunteer Activities 

You are cordially invited to our annual  

Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 5, 2015, from 3:00 to 5:00 

at the CV History Center, 77 W. Carmel Valley Road. 

 

Come visit with old friends, meet some new friends, greet your 

Board Members, and see our newest exhibits. 

Please plan to bring a finger-food hors d'oeuvre or dessert, 

or a bottle of white wine. 

 

Call the History Center (659-5715)  for more information. 

Gary Tate is brandishing his chainsaw 

during the retention pond cleanup behind 

the History Center. The retention pond is 

the site of our planned Native Plant Gar-

den. 

Thanks to the CV Garden 

Club for doing another 

semiannual cleanup of the 

bushes around the History 

Center. Dianne Woods 

and Bob Byrne are pic-

tured.  Volunteers not pic-

tured are: Ellen Korstanje, 

Lindsay OôFarriell, and 

Carol Covell. 

Note the new History Cen-

ter sign, designed by Jeff 

Ohlson on the building! 


