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In the early 1950s Carmel Valley Village was a small 
collection of shops and restaurants clustered alongside 
Carmel Valley Road.  At its 
center, a little convenience 
store called The Hitching 
Post sat smack next to a 
popular caf® called The 
Chatterbox. The Mom and 
Pop enterprise, operated by 
Leon and Lillian Shappell 
from 1952-1964, was a hub 
for locals and drop-ins who 
came by for a snack, a copy of 
the daily newspaper, or a 
leisurely chat. The Hitching 
Post was located at 8 W. 
Carmel Valley Road on the 
eastern half of todayôs M.J. 
Murphy parking lot.  

Owner Leon Shappell was 
born in 1898 and raised in 
Oak Park, Illinois. He served 
in the U.S. Army during World War I, later graduated 
from college and moved to Southern California. His 
wife, Lillian White Herrick, was born in 1897 in Bergen, 
New Jersey. Her father, Albert Bledsoe Herrick, had 
worked with Thomas Edison to invent the electric light 

bulb. As a teenager, Lillian moved to Carmel with her 
mother and sisters. She studied drama under Herbert 

Heron and acted in several 
plays at The Forest Theater. 

Leon and Lillian married in 
1924 and lived in Inglewood, 
California where Leon 
worked as a civil engineer for 
a gas company. By the early 
1950s they had moved to 
Monterey and in 1952 opened 
The Hitching Post in Carmel 
Valley Village.  

The store offered sundries 
such as cigarettes, candy 
bars, soft drinks and beer. A 
large blackboard behind the 
counter kept chalked-in 
columns listing popular 
magazine titles, each bearing 
a list of regular patrons who 
came in for their weekly 

issues. Trendy publications of the day included Colliers, 
The New Yorker, T.V. Guide, Life, True, and Look.          
The longest column listed names of Valleyites subscrib-
ing to the Saturday Evening Post. The Shappells were 
active in the community                 (see Hitching page 6) 

The Hitching Post: Once A Village Fixture 

By Elizabeth Barratt, CVHS Historian 

You are cordially invited to our annual  

Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 3, 2016, from 3:00 to 5:00 

at the CV History Center, 77 W. Carmel Valley Road. 

Come visit with old friends, meet some new friends, greet 

your Board Members, and see our newest exhibits. 

If you can, please plan to bring a finger-food hors d'oeuvre 

or dessert, or a bottle of white wine. 

Call the History Center (659-5715)  for more information. 

The Hitching Post and its neighbor the Chatterbox shown 

here in 1962. CVHS Collection. 



A Message from the President, Kim Williams 
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Volunteer Activities 

 

It is hard to believe that fall is upon us and winter is coming. And soon, the end of the 
year. Please consider making an end-of-the-year donation to CVHS. Included in this edi-
tion of the Historian is a list of items that are needed at the History Center, if you would 
like to target your donation to a specific project. Please take a look at the list and send in 
a check, or go to carmelvalleyhistoricalsociety.org to make a donation by credit card. 

On October 29th we had a wonderful time at our annual fundraiser The Party in the Vil-
lage! A large load of thanks goes to all the volunteers from CVHS and CVVIC who made 
this night a great success.  

Hope to see you all at the annual Christmas party on December 3. And for those of you 
who like to plan ahead: We will be celebrating our 3oth anniversary on April 29 with a 
reception at the History Center. Save the date now for a very special celebration to recog-
nize this milestone. 

A group of geologists gathered to help us in developing our upcoming 

exhibit on the geology of Carmel Valley. Pictured above, left to right, are: 

Donna Zahn, Curator; Krissy Huston, CVHS Volunteer; Marty Laporte, 

M.A.,  (Stanford, Geology, Water Resources), Dr. Robert Garrison 

(Professor Emeritus, UCSC, Sedimentary Geology), Dr. Leo Laporte 

(Professor Emeritus, UCSC, Paleontology), Seth Williams (Senior, 

UCSC Geology), Dr. Hilde Schwartz (Professor, UCSC, Vertebrate Pale-

ontology), Dr. Casey Moore (Professor Emeritus, UCSC, Structural Geol-

ogy). If you have local unusual rocks or fossils from Carmel Valley let us 

knowðthey may become part of the exhibit! Contact Donna Zahn with 

questions. 

This group did a lot of valuable work in helping the Collections Committee 

identify people and locations in historic photos - they also had a lot of fun! 

Pictured left to right are Joan & Gene Vandervort (seated), Bill & Linda Conlan 

(seated), Larry & Harriet Busich, Donna Dormody (standing)  

On October 10, progress was made in cataloging the Howard Archeological 

Collection. Pictured (left to right) are: Rae Schwaderer, California State Parks 

Archaeologist, Monterey District; Louis Trevino (Rumsen Ohlone), Graduate 

Student in Linguistics , UC Berkeley, Linda Yamane (Rumsen Ohlone), basket 

maker, writer, Ohlone cultural consultant. 
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Sundays, Visitors, Members & Docents 

-Added Sundays from 11:00-2:00 to the opening schedule, 
which has been highly successful.  

-Number of visitors to date: 1680  

-Increased membership by 42 

-Two new docents, Patty Armstrong and Maggie Van Ess, 
joined our team. 

Exhibits 

- Opened Cub Scout Pack 127 exhibit that moved to the 
Carmel Valley Library for the month of August. Cub Lead-
er and chief collaborator was Aga Simpson. The Cubs were 
Adam Angel, Nathan Campbell, Tasuku Nagasima, Mi-
chael Rogers, Aleksander Simpson, Zachary Speakman, 
Phil Thomas.  

- Under development: A History of Robles del Rio with 
team members Tom Augustitus, Skip Marquard, Patricia 
& Nancy Porter, and Jeff Ohlson. 

- Under development: Geology exhibit with team mem-
bers Dean Forzani, Alan Masaoka, Kim Pisor, Andy Case 
and Donna Zahn.  

- For the second year in a row, we were one of six muse-
ums/history centers asked to participate in a year-long 
exhibit at the Monterey Regional Airport. Our exhibit was 
titled ñRusticating at the Resorts.ò 

-Installed small exhibit on the CV Libraryôs fireplace man-
tle about the California Cowboy Shows, that over 15 years 
generated significant funds for the building of the History 
Center. 

- Introduced a new photographic history wall with views 
of the Valley from the early 20th Century. 

- Continued to refresh or add to the existing exhibits. 

Written and Oral Histories and Newsletters 

-Published ranching histories that shaped Carmel Valley: 
A History of Ranching in Carmel Valley, A History of Car-
mel Valleyôs Piazzoni Ranches, and A History of Carmel 
Valleyôs Berta Ranch. 

-Published four newsletters (March, June, September and 
December). 

-Recorded an oral history of long time Valley residents 
Sally Swanson & Betty Wilson to capture memories of 
their early days of ranching, raising their families and 
contributions to the Valley. 

Groups & Presentations 

-Hosted Gary Breschini, noted archeologist, for the third 
year. Eighty attended, the highest number to date, with 
lively participation. 

-Hosted over 100 school children and the Colonial Dames 
among others. 

-Local rancher, Jim Dorrance, and CVHS Volunteer, Jeff 
Ohlson, presented ñCattle Branding in Carmel Valleyò at 
the CV Libraryôs First Saturday Series in September. 

Fundraising/Grants  

-Co-sponsored a successful fifth annual Party in the Vil-
lage! fundraising event with the CV Village Improvement 

Committee.  

-Received Grants from Carmel Valley Womenôs Club, CV 
Kiwanis Foundation, Malcom & Joanne Millard Fund, 
Barney Siegal Foundation, Yellow Brick Road Foundation 

Accessions 

-Accessed over 500 documents, photos, artifacts and Li-
brary materials into the History Centerôs specialized mu-
seum software program. The Collections Committee also 
continued to catalog all the materials collected over the 
past 30 years by Carmel Valley Historical Society mem-
bers - itôs a huge job, but we are making progress! 

Operations 

-In a joint effort with Kiwanis volunteers Mike Thatcher, 
Fernando Morgandinho, Jeff Markow, Chuck McKay and 
Gary Tate, and CVHS Volunteer Jeff Ohlson enclosed back 
deck for future uses. 

-In a joint effort with the Parks & Recreation Department, 
tree branches and bushes in the retention pond behind the 
building were trimmed for fire safety. 

-Continued participation in the Roundtable, a group of 
Monterey County archivists, curators, historians, regis-
trars, museum professionals, special collections librarians, 
and staff & volunteers who meet monthly to exchange ide-
as and showcase the collections of their museums & histo-
ry centers. 

-Formed a Marketing committee with members Julie Ca-
son, Dave Terdy and Cherie Ohlson. Initial project was to 
survey members & community about their opinion of the 
History Center and what is important going forward. 
Longer term objective is to promote the History Center 
and its unique contribution to Carmel Valley. 

-Joined the Carmel Valley Road Company website to ex-
pand our visibility. 

-Made the History Center available to several non-profit 
groups for meetings. 

-Staffed the CVHS booth at the CV Garden Show. 

MYSTERY PHOTO This photo is thought to have been taken of an uni-

dentified ranch in the upper (eastern) Carmel Valley.  Please contact Jeff 
Ohlson at (831) 659-2986 if you have any information regarding the ranch. 

CVHS Accomplishments in 2016 

By Cherie Ohlson 


